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As the winter blues and hues slowly
surrender to spring’s longer days and
brighter rays, now is a great time to think
about ways to enhance your outdoor
oasis, your nature nook... your yard! Not
sure you would consider your yard an
oasis? Does your lawn make you yawn?
Is the grass really greener on the other
side? Don’t despair! This year, you can
make a few simple changes and transform
your landscape into a GREENSCAPE!
Greenscaping is an easy way to a greener,
healthier yard. Greenscaping promotes
a set of landscaping practices that can
improve the health and appearance of
your lawn and garden, while protecting
and preserving our natural resources.
Best of all, greenscaping will help save
some of your money and your time.
You don’t have to be an expert to grow
a healthy lawn, but you will have to put
your mother to work. Mother Nature that
is! By working with nature (and letting
her do some work for you), you can have
a great looking yard that is easier to care
for, cheaper to maintain, and healthier for
families, pets, and wildlife. Set realistic
goals and start with these five simple
steps to make your piece of the planet
a healthier and happier place to live.

1. Develop Healthy Soil

Mother Nature’s amazing ability to
recycle and reuse nutrients is a benefit we
can really dig. Soil recycles dead plants
into nutrients for new plant growth. How?
A teaspoon of soil contains about four
billion organisms, and this community of
soil creatures works hard around the clock
to keep the soil healthy and functioning.
Good soil is the foundation of a healthy
lawn.
To learn
more about
GreenScaping
techniques or
to download a
free brochure,
visit the U.S.
Environmental
Protection
Agency (EPA)
website www.
epa.gov/
GreenScapes.
Information for
this article was
obtained wholly
or in part from
the U.S. EPA’s
“GreenScaping:
The Easy Way
to A Greener,
Healthier Yard”
and “Healthy
Lawn, Healthy
Environment” publications.
...continued on page 6

Pkt. A - WHITE PINE: (25) 2-year seedlings. (9-14”)
Fast growing up to 100 feet. Can tolerate dry, rocky soil. Grows
in normal moisture conditions, but can also tolerate wet areas.
Long, soft needles.

Pkt. B - CANADIAN HEMLOCK: (25) 3-year seedlings.

(6-12”) Grows to 70 feet. Likes moist, organic well-drained soil.
Excellent subject for rocky bluffs or sandy soil. Tolerates shade
well. Very popular as a specimen, accent or foundation plant.

Pkt. C - NORWAY SPRUCE: (10) “Husky Stock”, 5-year
transplants. (15-30”) Fast growth to 75 feet. Dense, dark, short
needles. Thrives well in average soil conditions, but prefers
moisture in the soil to maintain its deep green color. Branches
droop gracefully as tree matures.
Pkt. D – SCOTCH PINE: (10) 2-year seedlings. (10-18”)
Fast growing to 80 ft. Will produce a premium Christmas tree.
Deep blue-green year around, good needle retention, disease
resistant. Fast, straight symmetrical growth, compact growth
habit, requiring minimum shearing.
Pkt. E – CANAAN FIR: (10) 4-year transplants. (6-14”)

Similar to Fraser Fir, but can withstand hotter temperatures and
wet ground. Buds break later that Fraser, so it is well suited to
areas where late frosts occur. Good Christmas tree.

Pkt. F – BIRD’S NEST SPRUCE: (2) Shipped in pots. (3-

Pkt. L – WHITE FLOWERING DOGWOOD: (5) 2-year

seedlings. (12-24”) Grows to 40 ft. Dense lustrous, green foliage,
bright red berries are food for birds. Does best in rich, moist soil,
but is known to grow well in average well-drained soil. Considered
to be the best ornamental of all trees.

Pkt. M – PURPLE LEAF SAND CHERRY: (2) Shipped in
pots. (3-6”) Height to 14 feet; spread to 12 feet. Masses of small,
pinkish, fragrant flowers bloom in the spring. Rich, purplish-red
leaves - spring through fall. Does best in full sun. Good color as
an accent plant.
Pkt. N – STD. HYBRID RHODODENDRON: (2) Shipped
with soil ball around roots. (3-6”) Pink, Roseum Maximum.
Height: 6-10 ft; Spread: 5-8 ft., depending upon pruning. Leaves
are dark lustrous green all year. Prune off long shoots once yearly,
immediately after blooming. Plant in good, well-drained soil. Full
sun to partial shade.
Pkt. O - LILAC: ‘Syringa reticulata’ (3) 2-year seedlings. (12-

18”) Height: 20-30 ft. Creamy white flowers in late June to early
July. Easily grown in average, medium moisture, well-drained
soil in full sun. Prune as needed immediately after flowering.

Pkt. P – WISTERIA – BLUE: (3) 2-year seedlings. (12-18”)
Climbs 20 ft. with an elegant, slightly weeping form. Lavender
flower clusters droop gracefully from its branches. Support for best
results. Full sun/filtered sun. Sometimes has a second bloom.

5”) Height: 2-3 ft. Spread: 3-4 ft. A very slow growing dwarf
spruce. Dense, dark green foliage growing in a flat, circular form.
The nest-like depression in the center gives it a very distinctive
appearance. Will tolerate low temperatures. First-rate choice for
rock garden, accent plant or specimen planting.

Pkt. Q – RED OSIER DOGWOOD: (3) 2-year seedlings.

Pkt. G – WHITE OAK:

(5) 2-year seedlings. (12-18’’)
Grows 50-80 feet in height. Known for their broad, round head
and massive, wide spreading branches. Grows best in a deep,
loamy, well-drained soil. High resistance to ice breakage. Good
tolerance of highway salt.

Pkt. R – SWEET GUM: (5) 2-year seedlings. (12-18”) Height:

Pkt. H – PAPER BIRCH: (5) 1-year seedlings. (12-18”) Fast

Pkt. S – BUTTERFLY BUSH: (3) 1-year seedlings. (12-18”)

Pkt. I – BURNING BUSH: (2) Shipped in pots. (4-6”)
Height 6-8 ft. Spread: 3-4 ft. Dark green leaves, spring through
summer, turn bright, clear red in the fall. Has best color in full
sun. Excellent hedge plant, space 4 ft. apart.

Pkt. T – ARROWWOOD VIBURNUM: (2) Shipped in pots.

Pkt. J – PIGNUT HICKORY: (5) 2-year seedlings. (12-

Pkt. U – HOSTA: ‘Hortunie Hyacinthin’: (3) 3-5 eye transplants.

Pkt. K– WILD BLACK CHERRY: (5) 2-year seedlings.

Pkt. V – DAYLILY: ‘Raspberry Pixie’ (3) Bare root fans.

growing to 40-70 ft. Its bark is chalky to cream white, tinged
with yellow, and peels in thin film-like layers. Its leaves are
broadly oval on short, stout leaf stalks. Bright golden yellow
fall color.

18”) Height: 50-60 ft. Spread: 25-35 ft. Edible nuts. Good for
wildlife. Mature bark has close, intersecting ridges. The wood
is very hard and is used for furniture, flooring, baseball bats and
skis.

(12-24”) Grows to 80 ft. Does best in rich, deep moist soil. It
has been highly prized in furniture making since colonial times
and is an excellent firewood. Fruit provides food for many small
animals.

(12-18”) A thicket-forming shrub that quickly grows to 10 feet.
It has small, white flowers that are followed by white fruit. In the
winter, the stems turn red, providing a nice contrast to the snow
cover. Can survive in swampy conditions; tolerates sun or shade.

60-75’ Spread: 40-50’ Tall aromatic tree, having star-shaped
leaves and fruits in rounded, burlike clusters. Adapts well to urban
conditions. Grows best in moist, acidic loam or clay soil and can
tolerate poor drainage. Fall color is yellow turning to orange.
Lavender in color. Tolerates some drought and wetness. Prefers
well-drained, loamy, sandy or clay. Full sun. Attracts birds hummingbirds and butterflies. Suitable for cut flowers. Deer
resistant.

(8-10”) A vigorous grower to 15 ft. Spread: 6-15 ft. Flat clusters
of creamy-white flowers, early June. Bluish-black berries are
effective against glossy red fall foliage color. Excellent wildlife
habitat.

Color varies. Many can be fairly blue although most are a deep
slightly glaucous green with an unusual dove-grey underside.
Lavender flowers bloom in July-August. Partial shade to full
shade.
Raspberry shades with bright yellow stamens. Blooms in midJuly. Pest resistant and free of daylily rust disease. Tolerates clay
soil and hot, dry site. Attracts butterflies and hummingbirds.
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Geauga Soil & Water Conservation District
2009 TREE SALE ORDER FORM

NAME_____________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE (Day)_____________________________		
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Pkt. A (White Pine) 9-14”		
Pkt. B (Canadian Hemlock) 6-12”
Pkt. C (Norway Spruce) 15-30”
Pkt. D (Scotch Pine) 10-18”		
Pkt. E (Canaan Fir) 6-14”		
Pkt. F (Bird’s Nest Spruce) 3-5”
Pkt. G (White Oak) 12-18”		
Pkt. H (Paper Birch) 12-18”		
Pkt. I (Burning Bush) 4-6”		
Pkt. J (Pignut Hickory)12-18”		
Pkt. K (Wild Black Cherry) 12-24”
Pkt. L (Wh. Flw. Dogwood) 12-24”
Pkt. M (Prpl. Leaf Sand Cherry) 3-6”
Pkt. N (Std. Rhododendron) 3-6”
Pkt. O (Japanese Lilac Tree) 12-18”
Pkt. P (Wisteria) 12-18”		
Pkt. Q (Red Osier Dogwood) 12-18”
Pkt. R (Sweet Gum) 12-18”		
Pkt. S (Butterfly Bush) 12-18”		
Pkt. T (Arrowwood Viburnum) 8-10”
Pkt. U (Hosta) 3-5 Eyes		
Pkt. V (Daylily) Bare Root Fans
Bat Box (Standard/Single Chamber)
Bluebird Box (Standard Style)		
Bluebird Box (Peterson Style)		
Wren Box				
Butterfly Box				
Robin Nesting Shelf
Roosting Box
Standard Bird Feeder			
Jar Feeder				
Wood Duck Box			
50 Gallon Rain Barrel			

(Evening)______________________________

(25) seedlings/packet		
(25) seedlings/packet		
(10) transplants/packet		
(10) seedlings/packet		
(10) transplants/packet		
( 2) pots/packet			
( 5) seedlings/packet		
( 5) seedlings/packet		
( 2) pots/packet			
( 5) seedlings/packet		
( 5) seedlings/packet 		
( 5) seedlings/packet		
( 2) pots/packet			
( 2) pots/packet 			
( 3) seedlings/packet		
( 3) seedlings/packet		
( 3) seedlings/packet		
( 5) seedlings/packet		
( 3) pots/packet			
( 2) pots/packet			
( 3) plants/packet		
( 3) fans/packet 		
(Cedar)				
(Cedar)				
(Cedar)				
(Cedar)				
(Cedar)				
(Cedar)				
(Cedar)				
(Cedar & Glass)		
(Mason Jar)			
(Cedar)				
(Polyethylene)			

$ 16.00 ea. =
$ 15.00 ea. =
$ 24.00 ea. =
$ 10.00 ea. =
$ 18.00 ea. =
$ 6.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 6.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 6.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 6.00 ea. =
$ 5.00 ea. =
$ 6.00 ea. =
$ 6.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 7.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 15.00 ea. =
$ 12.00 ea. =
$ 15.00 ea. =
$ 10.00 ea. =
$ 20.00 ea. =
$ 8.00 ea. =
$ 14.00 ea. =
$ 15.00 ea. =
$ 12.00 ea. =
$ 30.00 ea. =
$ 80.00 ea. =

$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________
$___________

TOTAL ………………….………….. $___________

							

Tree Sale Ordering Instructions
1) Please complete the order form above and mail
along with a check or money order payable to:
GEAUGA SWCD
PO BOX 410
BURTON, OH 44021
Payment MUST accompany order!
3) Packets are available for pickup at the Geauga 		
County Fairgrounds in Burton on
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm or
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 9:00 am - 12:00 noon

4) Deadline for ordering is March 31, 2009. Notices will
be mailed out a week before pickup.
5) Orders are filled on a first come, first serve basis. We
reserve the right to make substitutions if necessary.
6) Seedlings come bare rooted, packed in sphagnum
moss or dipped into root gel. Planting instructions
will be available at the time of pickup.
7) We are not responsible for packets not picked up on
time.

Proceeds from the 2009 Tree Packet Program are used to fund the Geauga SWCD
Outdoor Education Grant Program for local schools.
Geaugrapher
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DISTRICT EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS
Protecting Lake Erie:
The District’s Education Efforts are Rewarded
Geauga SWCD has been committed to helping our county
residents connect the impact of our daily choices to the health
of our streams and watersheds. In June 2008, Geauga SWCD
was awarded a Great Lakes Commission Grant through the
Great Lakes Basin Program for Soil Erosion & Sediment
Control. The District’s project, entitled The Chagrin River
Education Project, promotes stream practices that protect and
improve our headwaters to the Chagrin River, and ultimately
to Lake Erie. Geauga SWCD received $18,942 to implement
the five education strategies outlined below. Let us continue
to work hard and improve the health of our precious water
resources.

Geauga SWCD invites you to get down and dirty with the 2009
Conservation Poster Contest. “DIG IT! The Secrets of Soil” is this
year’s theme, corresponding with the Smithsonian’s traveling “DIG
IT!” exhibition, currently at the Smithsonian Natural History Museum
in Washington, D.C. until 2010. Our annual contest is open to all
students, grades K - 12, and provides the opportunity for students to
research and creatively express their ideas on natural resource issues
while reinforcing academic content standards. For more information
about our poster contest, please contact the District at (440) 8341122. The deadline for poster entries is April 24, 2009.

With funds from the Great Lakes Commission Grant,
Geauga SWCD will offer the following services:

2009 Northeast Ohio Area II Envirothon
Since 2005, what county has proudly represented Ohio
each year in the North American Canon Envirothon?...
		
GEAUGA!

1) Continue the Stormwater, Phase II, and You Program

Series to educate homeowners about stormwater issues.

2) The printing and distribution of 11,000 manuals, 		

including:
• Rain Garden Manuals for Homeowners
• Oil & Gas Wells: Better Environmental Coordination
for Drilling in Your Community
• Riparian Areas and Setbacks: A Guide to Promoting
the Use of Natural Resources in Stormwater
Management
• The Sustainable Sugarbush:
Conserving Ohio’s Sweet Gift

3) Host a GONE GREEN: 			
Environmentally Friendly Lawn and
Garden Tour, which will showcase
rain gardens and sustainable garden
practices during the summer of
2010.

For four consecutive years, Geauga County’s very own Chardon
High School has won the state Envirothon competition, and
proudly represented us at the Canon Envirothon. Congratulations!
Now is the time to get your high school students involved in this
exciting, engaging, and rewarding environmental competition
called the ENVIROTHON!
The 2009 Area II Envirothon will be held on Wednesday, April
29th at Camp Asbury in Hiram (Portage County). Hosted by
the Portage & Summit SWCDs, this year’s Envirothon theme is
“Biodiversity in a Changing World”. For more information on
how your school can get involved in the Envirothon competition,
visit www.geaugaswcd.com/envirothon.htm or call (440) 8341122 x5.

4) Provide follow-up surveys of
educational efforts within the
NPDES Phase II communities.
5) Rain Garden Installation for Homeowners! Provide 		
funding to homeowners to offset costs associated with
installing rain gardens. Funding will pay for 100 square
feet of plants for rain gardens installed within the Chagrin
River Watershed. Requests are limited to the first 11 		
participants. Contact our office at (440) 834-1122 ext. 2 		
for more information.
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Did You Know?

According to ODNR Division of Mineral Resources Management, approximately 1,068 oil and gas wells were drilled in 49 counties last
year, an increase of 111 wells from 2006. The top 10 counties in number of new wells drilled were Monroe, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Tuscarawas,
Trumbull, Stark, Licking, Holmes, Knox, and Mahoning. For more information on oil and gas well drilling in Geauga County, visit www.
geaugaswcd.com for a complete version of our publication, “Oil & Gas Wells: Better Environmental Coordination for Drilling in Your
Community”.
Geaugrapher
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Aquatic Adventures
2009 Spring Fish Sale

Pond Clinic

It is time for the 2009 Geauga SWCD Spring
Fish Sale! We are currently taking orders for
fingerling-size largemouth bass, channel catfish,
bluegill/sunfish mix, minnows, and white amurs.
We are also offering a pond safety kit, which
includes a 24-inch ring buoy and throw line bag.

Ponds provide many benefits to
people and wildlife all year round, yet
they also require proper maintenance
and management. By understanding
the conditions that can lead to problems, you can greatly increase the
enhancement and enjoyment of your pond. Join us for a FREE Pond Clinic
with aquatic and wildlife experts, including Steve Fender of Fender’s
Fish Hatchery and Dan McMillen of ODNR Division of Wildlife. Learn
more about fish stocking and management, pond vegetation control,
and wildlife management around your pond. Pond safety kits will be
available for purchase. Seating is limited, so registration is required.
Bring the kids to this fun, family event.

The spring pickup date is April 9, 2009, and orders must
be picked up at the specified time. Customers with the
last names beginning with A through L, please arrive
between 1:00 and 2:15 pm. Those with the last name
beginning with M through Z, please arrive between
2:15 and 3:30 pm. Pickup will be at the Geauga
County Fairgrounds on the midway. There will be no
refunds for orders not picked up at the specified time.
On pickup day, please bring a clean container of your
own pond water (well or city water is not acceptable).
Bring one 5-gallon bucket per 50 fish ordered. For
white amur, bring one 5-gallon bucket for every two
fish ordered. For all fish, line each container with
an UNSCENTED, HEAVY DUTY garbage bag, and
fill containers 3/4 full with water (no more, no less!)

WHERE: Hiram College, J.H. Barrow Field Station

11305 Wheeler Road, Hiram, OH 44234
WHEN:
TIME:
TOPICS:

Payment must be received with your order form
to guarantee your order. Make checks payable to
Geauga SWCD and mail to PO Box 410, Burton,
Ohio 44021. Deadline for orders is April 3, 2009
and the minimum order is $20. If time permits, you
will be reminded by postcard approximately one week
before pickup day.

Wednesday, March 25, 2009
6:00 - 8:00 pm
*
*
*
*
*

Fish Stocking
Fish Management
Wildlife Management
Aquatic Weed Control
Children’s Activities
Sponsored by:

Geauga and Portage Soil & Water Conservation Districts
Please call your local office to register before March 20th
Geauga SWCD		
Portage SWCD
(440) 834-1122		
(330) 296-5917

2009 Spring Fish Sale Order Form
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone (Day)______________________________ Telephone (Evening) ______________________________________
						

Quantity

Amount

2”- 4” Largemouth Bass				

_____ @ $ .85 each = $ ______

2”- 4” Bluegill/ Sunfish				

_____ @ $ .75 each = $ ______

4”- 6” Channel Catfish				

_____ @ $ .80 each = $ ______

9”-11” White Amur				

_____ @ $13.00 each = $ ______

Fathead Minnows					

_____ @ $ 7.00/ 100 = $ ______

Pond Safety Kit					

_____@ $75.00 each = $ ______
Geaugrapher 5

TOTAL =

$_________
Orders must be received by
April 3, 2009
Make checks payable to:

GEAUGA SWCD
PO BOX 410
BURTON, OHIO 44021

NPDES Phase II Corner
...continued from page 1

GreenScaping Your Lawn

Healthy soil provides many critical functions, such as:
• Creating a loose soil structure that allows air, water, and plant growth
into the soil.
• Recycling nutrients and making them available for plants.
• Storing water until plants need it.
• Protecting plants from some pests and diseases.

All of these are important ways Mother Nature does the work for
us. In order to build and maintain healthy soil, we must know and
provide what our soil needs. To grow well, your lawn needs soil
with good texture, some key nutrients, and the right pH.
Start by checking the texture of your soil. Lawns grow best in
“loamy” soils that have a mix of sand, silt, and clay. Whatever
soil type you have, it can usually be improved by adding organic
matter like compost, grass clippings, or mulch. Yard and food
waste are a gardener’s gold, because organic matter helps feed the
soil, stabilize soil temperature, prevent weeds, and retain water and
nutrients within the soil.
Next, be sure to test your soil! A soil testing packet can be
purchased from the Geauga County OSU Extension office, and
results will be returned to you by mail. This will give you a clear
understanding of how much nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium
your soil needs to grow healthy plants, along with the pH level.
Why fertilize your lawn year after year if your soil does not need
these nutrients? Instead, you can save money, prevent harm to your
lawn, and reduce the amount of nitrogen and phosphorus entering
our streams and waterways. If fertilizer is recommended, “natural
organic” or “slow-release” fertilizers feed your plants slowly and
evenly. Fertilize sparingly and caringly! Local resource experts
can help you choose the right fertilizer, compost, and other soil
amendments. Remember, your lawn’s health is only as good as the
soil it grows in.

2. Plant Right for Your Site

After you have done some “ground work” with your soil, evaluate
your yard and decide how you want to use it. Consider available
space for recreation, relaxation, gardening, and wildlife. Are there
areas that are difficult for plants to grow, and how much lawn do
you want to maintain? Select plants that grow well in the amount
of sun, soil type, and water available in your yard. Pick plants
that resist pests, are native and non-invasive, and will suit your
needs. Then give plants a good start by mulching new plantings
and watering them until they build deep roots.

3. Practice Smart Watering: Water deeply but infrequently.

Did you know that watering too much or too little is the cause of
many plant problems? Watering properly will help your lawn grow
deep roots that make it stronger and less vulnerable to drought.

C

Most lawns are watered too often but with too little water. It’s best
to water only when the lawn really needs it, and then to water slowly
and deeply. This trains the grass roots to grow down. Frequent,
shallow watering trains roots to stay near the surface, making the
lawn less able to find moisture during dry periods.
Make every drop (and every penny!) count with these tips:
•
•
•
•
•

Choose low-water-use plants.
Direct downspouts into lawns, rain gardens, or rain barrels.
Water in the early morning to reduce evaporation.
Water lawns separately from other plantings & avoid watering pavement.
Water your lawn in a way that imitates a slow, soaking rain by using drip
irrigation or soaker hoses. This can save 50% of water compared to
sprinklers.
• Efficiently control the amount and time of watering with water timers.

4. Set Realistic Goals

One important thing to remember is to expect and accept a little
damage ... and give nature time to work. Even a healthy lawn will
have some weeds and insect pests. But it will also have beneficial
bugs (like the lady bug and praying mantis) that bring balance
by preying on pests. Most bugs are actually good bugs. In fact,
only 5-15% of the bugs in your yard are actually pests! Pesticides
can be effective tools for controlling insect pests and weeds, but
be sure you need a pesticide before using it. Because they have
risks, as well as benefits, it is critical to use pesticides properly
and responsibly. Integrated pest management is a common sense
approach that uses biological, cultural, and chemical control tactics
to effectively and holistically manage your greenscape.
Overall, to avoid tension, start with prevention! Strategies to
prevent pest and weed problems include monitoring your landscape
to identify problems, maintaining soil with compost and grass
clippings, using a variety of plants for biodiversity, mowing high
(2-3 inches), pulling weeds before they go to seed and spread, and
removing dead and diseased plants.

5. Practice Natural Lawn Care: Mow high and let it dry!

Mowing high (keeping your lawn a bit long) will produce stonger,
healthier grass with fewer pest problems. Mow more frequently
during the active growing season so that you never cut more than
1/3 of the height of the grass. A lawn’s ideal length will vary, but
many grass species are healthiest when kept between 2.5 - 3.5
inches. Leaving short grass clippings on the grass will recycle
nitrogen back into the lawn, and save the time and money it would
take to bag the clippings. Remember to work with nature in your
yard. It is easy to save time and money with these five simple steps
to a beautiful greenscape. Give it a try this spring... you might find
a piece of paradise in your own backyard.
For more information on GreenScaping, contact us at (440) 834-1122 ext. 2.

Welcome Aboard! District has two new crew members

olleen Sharp serves as Geauga SWCD’s Urban Technician. She provides technical assistance on conservation and natural resource planning
and development initiatives. After receiving a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Science from Cleveland State University, she went on
to earn a Master of Science degree in Biology from the University of Akron. Colleen’s experience consists of various internships including
environmental education, stream evaluations, wetland assessments, amphibian research, and conservation easement inspections.

G

ail Doyle is the Natural Resources Specialist for the district, replacing former employee Annie Rzepka. She provides presentations and workshops
for adults, assists with public outreach, and offers assistance with managing and sustaining our natural resources. Previously, she has worked for
the Tuscarawas County Park Department, Athens SWCD, Burr Oak State Park, and Nature’s Classroom Outdoor Education Program. Gail has an
Associate Degree in Natural & Cultural History Interpretation from Hocking College and has 18 years of experience in environmental education.
Geaugrapher
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2008 Annual Dinner and Meeting:
A Barrel of Fun!
The Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District celebrated its 64th year by “rolling out the barrels”… rain barrels, that is. The
annual dinner meeting and election of board supervisors took place on Thursday, October 9th at the Grandview Inn (Claridon
Township). This year featured a new twist with an energy-charged Live Auction of seven decorated rain barrels. The beautiful
barrels were designed and painted by local artists as part of the “Rain Barrel Yard Art Campaign”, and all seven barrels were
auctioned off by Mike Davis (auctioneer) with the help of Ken Folsom (Geauga SWCD Supervisor). Not only will these
barrels be beneficially used throughout the county (and state!) to collect rainwater, but auctioning the barrels proved to be
very successful… raising over $1,000 for the District’s environmental education programs. Thanks to all who painted and
purchased rain barrels. If you missed out this year, fear not. Geauga SWCD ensures that their supply of barrels won’t go dry!

2008 Annual Meeting
Highlights:
•

Mary Slingluff was elected as
a new member to the Board of
Supervisors. Mary is a Chester
Township resident and owner
of Avalon Gardens Nursery, a
sustainable green business that
grows native plants.

•

Carmella Shale, District Engineer
and Administrator, briefly reviewed
many of the urban and education
highlights of 2008, including
the receipt of a Great Lakes
Commission Grant (see page
4) and awards for Outstanding
Service to Agriculture (Farm
Bureau) and Outstanding
Publications Award for “The Rain
Garden Manual for Homeowners”
(The Ohio Environmental Council
of Ohio).

•

Rain Barrel Yard Art Campaign
Calling all local artists...WE WANT YOU! The Geauga SWCD will
once again be sponsoring its annual Rain Barrel Yard Art Campaign. A
rain barrel is a recycled 55 gallon container that can be placed outside
to collect rooftop runoff, then be utilized by the homeowner to water
the garden and flowerbeds. We will temporarily loan out the barrels to
local artists willing to donate their talent and time to transform these rain
barrels into beautiful, functional yard art. Barrels can be picked up at
the Geauga SWCD office between 8:00 am - 4:30 pm Monday through
Friday. All barrels must be returned to the District on or before JUNE 1,
2009.
Decorated barrels will then be displayed throughout the county at
various locations. They will be accompanied by interpretive signage
that recognizes the artists and explains the benefits of rain barrels.
Bidding will begin through a silent bidding process at these locations,
before the barrels are sold by live auction at the Geauga SWCD Annual
Meeting and Dinner Celebration in October 2009. Here’s your chance
to showcase your talent while decreasing storm water pollution. Don’t
delay... start painting your rain barrel today!

Conservation Poster winners,
Teachers of the Year, and Best of
Show Winner in the Hay & Grain
Show at the Geauga County Fair
were recognized.

•

The evening concluded with a
presentation about The Great
Lakes by Urban Technician Colleen
Sharp, and a raffle of various
themed baskets.

•

Thanks to Petronzio Management
Company, Hess & Associates,
White House Chocolate, Buckeye
Chocolate for their generous
donations.

Rain barrels from
the 2008 Yard
Art Campaign
were auctioned
at the Annual
Meeting and
Dinner, raising
over $1,000 for
the District’s
environmental
education
programs.
Under the Sea, painted by Hambden
Elementary 3rd graders
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Woodland Wonders, painted by Best Sand
Environmental QUEST Team

Photo by Bob Kehres / Ohio Prairie Nursery

Geaugrapher
Newsletter of the Geauga
Soil a n d Wa t e r C o n se rv a t i o n D i st ri c t

Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District
14269 Claridon-Troy Road ~ PO Box 410
Burton, Ohio 44021 ~ 440.834.1122
gswcd@geaugaswcd.com ~ http://www.geaugaswcd.com
Board of Supervisors
Dick Balazs
Ken Folsom
Mike Henry
Ed Hren
Mary Slingluff
District Staff
Elaine Chittle, Administrative Assistant
Carmella Shale, District Engineer/Administrator
Bob Griesmer, District Technician
Colleen Sharp, Urban Technician
Gail Doyle, Natural Resources Specialist
Shannon Mullins, Urban Stormwater Specialist
Katie Nainiger, Conservation Education Coordinator
Ron Etling, District Conservation Educator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Al Bonnis, District Conservationist
Troy Smith, Soil Conservationist

Visit us at our website www.geaugaswcd.com
for additional information and updates!

Mark Your Calendar

For more information on the presentations and workshops below, please contact Gail Doyle, Natural Resources Specialist for
Geauga SWCD at 440/834-1122 x2 or to view program descriptions go to www.geaugaswcd.com/community_outreach.htm.

Community Events

Teacher Workshops

Pond Clinic
Geauga and Portage SWCDs
Location: Hiram College
Date: March 25, 2009
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Back by popular demand, our action-packed
Wonders of Watersheds (WOW) Teacher
Workshops provide adventure, learning, and
graduate credits. Get an in-depth look at the
natural wonders of our region and receive
numerous curriculum guides and invaluable
training. Don’t miss out on these unique
and affordable opportunities, sponsored by
Geauga and Portage SWCDs. Enrollment
is limited so register early. Registration is
required by June 1st. Call our office for more
details.

Fish Sale
Date: April 9, 2009
Deadline to order: April 3rd
Tree Sale
Dates: April 24 & 25, 2009
Deadline to order: March 31st
Stormwater, Phase II, and
You Program Series
• Lawn Care and
GreenScaping
•

Are You Septic Savvy?

Stay tuned for times and
locations of these exciting
NPDES programs.

Wonders of Watersheds (WOW)Teacher Workshop

Location: Throughout Geauga and Portage Counties
Dates: June 22 - 26, 2009
Time: 8:00 am - 4:30 pm each day

Advanced Wonders of Watersheds Teacher Workshop
Location: The Islands & Maumee Bay
Dates: June 29 - July 1, 2009

