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What is a riparian area?
The word riparian means “stream-side” and
refers to the land that runs adjacent to streams
and rivers. A riparian area is the naturally
vegetated land along the banks of a stream or
river which floods periodically. They stretch
from the headwaters, or origin of a river, to the
mouth, or where the river enters another larger
body of water.
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How can we protect our riparian areas?
One of the most effective ways to protect our
riparian areas is by establishing riparian
setbacks. Riparian setbacks are a zoning tool
that communities may use to maintain flood
and erosion control, in addition to protecting
water quality and property. They are simliar
to side and front yard setbacks as they control
the location of construction and related soil
disturbing activities. Contrary to popular
Why do we need riparian areas?
belief and many misconceptions, riparian
Regardless of stream size or flow, riparian setbacks do not make lots unbuildable and are
areas provide the following functions:
only applied when a zoning certificate or
permit is necessary. In Geauga County,
• Reduce flood impacts by absorbing peak
Bainbridge, Russell and Auburn Townships
flows, slowing velocity of flood waters, and have already adopted riparian setbacks into
regulating base flow;
their zoning resolutions.

The purpose of this contest is to recognize the outstanding conservation education efforts of Ohio’s Teachers. Teachers in grades K-6 and
grades 7-12 will be recognized in two separate categories. There will be a local prize offered at the county level, and the winners of each
category will move on to the state competition. Let’s recognize our outstanding Geauga County teachers by nominating them today!

Tree Sale Information
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• Assist in stabilizing the banks of streams

All services are provided without regard to race, religion, gender, age, physical or mental handicap, national origin or politics.

WINTER 2006

Environmental Education News!
2006 Poster Contest
Geauga County SWCD is sponsoring a Conservation Poster Contest. The contest is held in conjunction with the National Association of
Conservation Districts, the Ohio Federation of Soil & Water Conservation Districts and Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of
Soil and Water Conservation. “Water Wise” is the theme for this year’s Soil and Water Stewardship Week, April 30 through May 7, 2006. The
purpose of the contest is to instill in our youth an appreciation for the environment and the need to protect our precious soil and water
resources. Posters must be submitted to the District office on or before April 28, 2006, or call the Geauga SWCD office by April 17, 2006 to
arrange for the District to collect them by the deadline. Judges will consider neatness, choice of color, and adherence to the rules. Prizes will
be awarded for local 1st and 2nd place winners! All posters become the property of Geauga SWCD.

Geauga SWCD Mission:
“To conserve, protect, and enhance
the resources of Geauga County
by providing leadership,
education, and assistance to all”
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Land Lab grants are now available for up $2,000 for local schools in Geauga County to enhance outdoor education projects. Grant
applications are due February 17, 2006.
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Geauga SWCD Becomes a Member of RAISE
In August of 2005, Geauga SWCD became a member of RAISE. RAISE (Regional Alliance for Informal Science Education) is an alliance of
19 organizations of informal science providers (science centers, nature centers, Soil and Water Conservation Districts and museums) in
Northeast Ohio. It was created to provide a vehicle for its member organizations to coordinate their collective education resources in order
to advance the teaching and learning of science and to promote science literacy within the community at large. Its goal is to make a
difference in the way science is taught, presented, and learned. If you would like to learn more about RAISE or would like to view Geauga
SWCD’s complete school program list and their correlations to the science standards established by the Ohio Board of Education, visit the
RAISE webite at www.RaiseOhio.org.

For more information on any of these District programs, pre and post visit teacher guides, or RAISE, please contact Katie Nainiger, Public
Education Specialist, at 440-834-1122 x5 or knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or online at www.geaugaswcd.com.

and rivers to reduce woody debris from
fallen or damaged trees, bank erosion, and
the downstream transport of sediments
eroded from banks;

• Reduce pollutants during periods of high
flow by filtering, settling and transforming
pollutants which are already present within
the water in addition to pollutants from
stormwater runoff;

• Provide riparian habitat with a wide array
of wildlife by maintaining diverse and
connected riparian vegetation;

• Contribute to the scenic beauty and
recreational opportunities of the area.

Why do we need riparian setbacks?
The need for riparian setbacks arose from the
natural tendency of stream channels to
meander, or change shape and location over
time. These dynamic processes are accelerated
through the development of urban and
suburban watersheds (drainage areas) where
the volume and velocity of stormwater runoff
increases because impervious surfaces, such
as concrete and roof tops, prevent it from
soaking into the ground.
Over the years, Geauga SWCD has been
contacted by riparian landowners who have
experienced property damage from flooding
or loss of property from streambank erosion.
...continued on page 5
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Geauga SWCD 61st Annual Meeting Highlights

2006 Spring Fish Sale

The Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District held its 61st
Annual Meeting at Grandview Inn, in Claridon Township on
Thursday, October 27th. Over seventy Geauga County residents
showed up to elect one new member to the Geauga SWCD Board
of Supervisors.

rator, conducted a brief meeting highlighting District accomplishments
including the addition of two new staff members. Nancy Speck, retired
school teacher and former member of the Geauga County Board of
Education, was recognized for her outstanding contribution to
environmental education.
The real excitement began when the District
initiated Conservation BINGO- a modified
version of the original game, which combines
components of original BINGO with
conservation education. The game highlighted
District activities as well as terms and topics
related to soil and water conservation.

Each of the 88 Soil and Water
Conservation Districts in the State of
Ohio has a five-member Board of
Supervisors whose job is to set the
direction for the District staff and make
important conservation decisions for
the community. Board members are
elected to serve staggered, three-year
terms. They serve as volunteers, and
are granted specific powers under
Chapter 1515 of the Ohio Revised Code.
This year, three new candidates were
on the ballot: Tracy Engle, Joyce
Lewanski, and Dick Balazs. Tracy L.
Engle was elected to serve on the Board
of Supervisors.

The reaction to Conservation BINGO was
overwhelmingly positive. Participants enjoyed
the game (while learning something!). It was a
great chance for the District to highlight
programs and educate the public in an unusual,
alternative way. People were pleased with the
laid-back format of the event, the change from
Tracy Engle, newly elected Geauga
the usual guest speaker, and the plethora of
SWCD Board Member
prizes donated by local area businesses.
Everybody was able to receive something.
Tracy Engle is a resident of Auburn Township where he has resided
with his wife Jeanne and two daughters since 2000. Professionally,
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District would like to thank the
he is the Ecological Services Group Manager with TransSystems
following area businesses for their generous contributions to the
Corporation of Cleveland where he leads a team of scientists in
Geauga SWCD 61st Annual Meeting and their continued support:
performing a variety of environmental consulting tasks including
Patterson Fruit Farm, Western Reserve Bread Company, White House
wetland delineations, aquatic resource evaluations and ecological
Chocolates, Sage’s Apples, The Golf Dome, Rolling Green Golf Club,
assessments for departments of transportation as well as other
Schneider’s Saddlery, Sunnybrook Farms Nursery, Western Reserve
private and public interest groups. Tracy is also a Certified
Farm Co-op, Chardon Lakes Golf Course, Settlers Mall, Renaissance
Professional Wetland Scientist; he has a Bachelor’s degree in
and Rainbows, The Stained Pane, Leuty Nursery, Petal Pushers, For
Natural Resources, Wildlife Management from The Ohio State
the Birds, Wildlife, and More, Mary Yoder’s Amish Kitchen, The Craft
University and a Master’s degree in Biology from John Carroll
Cupboard, Vancura Gallery of Fine Art and Custom Framing, Burton
University. Tracy will begin his term January 1, 2006.
Log Cabin & Sugar Camp-Burton Chamber of Commerce, Breezewood
Gardens, Acorn Naturalist, Petronzio Management Co., Hess &
After the successful election and a wonderful dinner catered by
Associates, Enzoco Corporation, and Sunrise Farms.
Grandview Inn, Carmella Shale, District Engineer and Administ-

2006 Spring Fish Sale Order Form
Name

Phone # (H)

(W)

Address

EQIP Application Deadline

Quantity

$$ Amount
2”-4” Largemouth Bass

@ $ .65 each

=$

2”-4” Bluegill/ Sunfish Mix

@ $ .65 each

=$

4”-6” Channel Catfish

@ $ .65 each

=$

9”-11” White Amur

@ $11.00 each = $

Fathead Minnows

@ $5.00 per 100 = $

Pond Safety Kit
(Includes 20” buoy and throw line bag)

@ $50.00 each = $

**Fish Sale information is available at www.geaugaswcd.com

Total =
$_____
Make checks payable
to Geauga SWCD and
mail by April 7, 2006
to:
Geauga SWCD
PO Box 410
Burton, Ohio 44021

The Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program available to agricultural producers interested in
promoting environmental quality, as well as production. The program offers financial and technical assistance to landowners interested in
improving the conservation practices of their operation, with an emphasis being placed on the development of comprehensive nutrient
management plans and grazing plans.
Applications are accepted throughout the calendar year, with this year’s first collection period ending on March 1st. All applications are
evaluated using accepted state and local criteria. Applications that best encourage the use of cost-effective conservation practices, and
optimize environmental benefits are chosen.
EQIP may pay 50 to 75 percent of the costs of certain conservation practices important to improving and protecting the health of natural
resources in the local area. Limited resource farmers may be eligible for a higher percent of the cost of certain conservation practices.
Practices eligible under EQIP include fencing, waste storage structures, wells and many more.
For a complete list of eligible EQIP practices or to make an appointment to meet with your local NRCS representative to discuss the
application process, call 1-888-217-3947. Remember to be eligible under the current sign up period your application must be filed before the
March 1, 2006 deadline.
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Rain Gardens Revisited

2006 Annual Tree Seedling Sale

The last “Geaugrapher” featured rain gardens. Because of the positive response we
received from that article, we decided to revisit the topic.

K
K
K
K
K

Help alleviate problems associated with flooding and drainage
Enhance the beauty of individual yards and communities
Provide habitat for birds and butterflies
Recharge the groundwater supply
Help keep water clean by intercepting stormwater runoff before it enters local
waterways

Pkt. A - WHITE PINE: (25) 3-year seedlings. (6"-12") Fast growing. One of the best timber species. Excellent for windbreaks or
hedges. Long, soft needles. Can tolerate wet areas or dry, rocky
soil. Very good ornamental or Christmas tree.

BOB KEHRES, OHIO PRAIRIE NURSERY

What is a Rain Garden?
A rain garden is an attractive landscaped area planted with perennial native plants
which don’t mind getting “wet feet”. They are beautiful and hard working gardens,
built in a depression, designed to capture and slow storm- water runoff so that it can be
cleansed of pollution and absorbed into the ground as clean groundwater. The benefits of rain gardens are multiple and include the following:

Why do we need rain gardens?
As development increases, the ability of our environment to perform its natural processes decreases. This is because natural landscapes that
are able to absorb and filter storm water are increasingly covered by impervious surfaces. Impervious surfaces such as rooftops, driveways
and roads, are surfaces that water is unable to penetrate. Highly compacted soils from development may also act as impervious surfaces.
Impervious surfaces can negatively affect our environment by increasing stormwater runoff. This increases the chance for pollution to enter
our waterways through our storm sewer systems, including open ditches. The type of pollution that results from stormwater runoff is called
nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. Some of the most common nonpoint source pollutants include fertilizer, pesticides, pet wastes, grass
clippings and yard debris. An easy way to help keep these pollutants out of our local waterways is to install a rain garden!
History of the Rain Garden
Rain gardens were first used in Maryland in the early 1990s to address pollution that was threatening the Chesapeake Bay. The rain garden
was developed based on the idea of the bioretention basin. Bioretention basins were initially designed as a Best Management Practice (BMP)
to minimize the impacts of development and stormwater runoff. Bioretention basins are depressions which collect and hold stormwater
runoff. Slowing the flow of surface runoff allows time for pollution to settle out of the water before it continues its flow to the nearest river or
lake. While bioretention basins are primarily used to contain water from a substantial drainage area, rain gardens are designed for use on
smaller, residential lots, giving the homeowner the ability to reduce the amount of stormwater runoff that flows from their yard.
Installing Your Own Rain Garden
Installing a rain garden can be a fairly simple process,
involving a shovel and a bit of physical energy. The
size and style of your garden will depend on a number
of factors including: the amount of money you want to
spend, the size of your yard, and whether or not you
are trying to create a formal or informal looking garden.
Remember, you can never have a rain garden that is too
large or too small! Any size rain garden can contribute
to solving local water quality problems!
If you are interested in installing a rain garden on your
own property, we have created a Rain Garden Manual
for homeowners which provides details on how to
properly install a rain garden on your own property.
This manual will be available in February. Call the
Geauga SWCD office to reserve your copy today! In
addition, we are offering a rain garden packet which
features native plants that are well adapted to having
“wet feet” at our annual tree seedling sale this year.
For more information and ordering, please see pages 3
and 4.

Environmentally Friendly Lawn and Garden Tour
Do you, or does someone you know, have a rain garden, green roof or native
plant perennial garden? Have you turned your boring turf into a butterfly
oasis? Then Geauga SWCD wants you! We are working on coordinating our
1st annual Gone Green: Environmentally Friendly Lawn and Garden Tour and
are looking for homes and businesses to showcase within Geauga County. If
you are interested in showing off your hard work and landscaping, please
contact us before May 1, 2006!! We are looking for landscaped areas that meet
the descriptions below:
Rain Gardens - Attractive landscaped areas usually positioned near a
downspout or in a low-lying area of your yard designed to capture stormwater
runoff.
Green Roofs - Roof top gardens. Since the hanging gardens of Babylon,
humans have been growing plants on roofs. Are you?
Native Plant Gardens - Gardens or “lawns” teaming with native plant species.
If you are interested in participating in the Gone Green: Environmentally
Friendly Lawn and Garden Tour please contact Annie Rzepka, Natural
Resources Specialist, 440-834-1122 x2, arzepka@geaugaswcd.com
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Pkt. B – NORWAY SPRUCE: (25) 3-year seedlings. (8"-16") Fast
growing up to 75 ft. Dense, dark green needles never get longer
than 1". Thrives well in average soil conditions, but prefers moisture to maintain its color. Branches droop gracefully as tree matures, making this a very attractive ornamental.
Pkt. C – CANADIAN HEMLOCK: (25) 3-year seedlings. (8"-14")
Lacy, graceful growth. Can be pruned to maintain a height from 2-12
ft. Likes moist, well-drained soil. Will tolerate shade.
Pkt. D – CANAAN FIR: (10) 4-year transplants. (8”-16") Similar to
Fraser Fir, but can withstand hotter temperatures and wet ground.
Buds break later than Fraser, so it is well suited to areas where late
frosts occur.
Pkt. E – COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE: (10) 3-year seedlings. (5"10") Grows up to 100’. Stiff, silvery-blue to green needles are 1"
long. Not all seedlings will be blue. Handsome ornamental specimen in single planting or dense, colorful screen or windbreak, space
6’ apart. Ordinary soil, average moisture.
Pkt. F – AMERICAN MOUNTAINASH: (5) 2-year seedlings. (1-2
ft.) Grows to 30 ft. Clusters of small white flowers after leaves appear,
followed by red-orange berries. Good food for wildlife.

bright lavender-blue flower spikes. Semi-evergreen, aromatic gray
foliage retains its sweet fragrance for years when cut. Height; 12”16” Spread: 12”-24”. Excellent dried flower. Attracts butterflies.
Pkt. L - DWARF RHODODENDRON: (2) Shipped in 3" pots. Height
and spread: 3’-6’. Bright pink bloom in late April, early May. Dark
green evergreen foilage turns plum purple in fall. Very compact growth
habit.
Pkt. M - WHITE DOGWOOD: (5) 2-year seedlings. (12”-18”) Grows
to 40 ft. Dense lustrous, green foliage, turning bright scarlet in the
fall. Bright red berries in clusters in the fall are food for birds. Does
best in rich, moist soil, but is known to grow well in average welldrained soil.
Pkt. N - BURNING BUSH: (2) 2-year seedlings. Shipped in 3" pots.
Height: 6-8’; Spread: 3-4’. Dark green leaves, spring through summer,
turn bright, clear red in fall. Excellent hedge plant, space 4 ft. apart.
Growth is dense, compact and needs practically no pruning. Ordinary to good soil. Average moisture. Has best fall color in full sun.
Pkt. O – PIERIS JAPONICA: (2) Shipped in 3” pots. Height and
spread 3-4 feet. Masses of small white blooms, resembling Lily of the
Valley, hang in pendulous clusters, early spring. New foilage is fire
red, in spring and summer, turning to lustrous green in winter. Growth
habit is compact and uniform and requires very little pruning. Works
well in shrub border or blended with broadleaf evergreens.

Pkt. G – JAPANESE WHITESPIRE BIRCH: (3) 2-year seedlings.
(2-4 ft.) Grows 40-50 ft. Glossy dark green leaves turn yellow in the
fall. Chalky white bark. Heat tolerant and has shown to be more
borer resistant than most varieties.

Pkt. P – BLACK KNIGHT BUTTERFLY BUSH: (2) Shipped in 3”
pots. Plant this shrub if you want to attract birds and butterflies to
your garden! This is a graceful plant that grows to a height of 5-7
feet. It is a rapid grower and should be pruned to the ground each
March to encourage new growth. Dark, midnight-blue flowers appear in mid summer. Plant in full sun, well drained soil.

Pkt. H - RED OAK: (5) 2-year seedlings. (1’-2’) Grows to 60 – 70 ft.
Dense green foliage turns a deep red in the fall. Grows best in sandy
to rich loamy soil in full sun. The fastest growing of all oaks. Red
oak is tolerant of urban conditions such as salt, ozone and sulphur
dioxide. Native to eastern to mid United States.

Pkt. Q – WHITE CLIMBER HYDRANGEA: (2) Shipped in 3” pots.
A very elegant vine with rich, glossy dark green leaves contrasted
by lacy white flowers in June. This is a clinging vine and will attach
its rootlets to a tree trunk or other rough surface such as brick or
cement.

Pkt. I - RED MULBERRY: (2) Shipped in 3” pots. Fast growing
hardwood. Height: 30’-50’; Spread: 20’-40’. Native to North America.
Prefers warm, well-drained soil, but widely adaptable to many soil
conditions. Shade tolerant. Has 1” long deep red almost black fruit.
Fruits are a favorite of people, birds and small mammals. Very effective decoy for berry growers. Mulberries produce excellent jam,
jelly, juice and flavorful wine.

Pkt. R - PACHYSANDRA: (50/Bundle) Grows in sun or shade, to a
uniform height of 6”-12". A fine evergreen ground cover. Hardy, 1-yr.
transplants should cover in two years with a 6" spacing. Water liberally.

Pkt. J - OLD FASHIONED LILAC: (5) 2-year seedlings. (10"-18")
Dense, vigorous growth to 15 ft. Spread: 6-10 ft. Masses of very
fragrant, light lavender flowers in late spring. Makes a wonderful
flowering screen, space 6 feet apart.
Pkt. K - MUNSTEAD ENGLISH LAVENDER: (2) Shipped in 3”
pots. The most compact form of lavender. Very aromatic, small

Pkt. S - “LET IT RAIN GARDEN KIT”: (32) This packet features
native perennials which don’t mind getting “wet feet” including Bergamot, Purple Coneflower, Big Bluestem, Great Blue Lobelia and
many more! Kit designed to cover a 100 sq. ft. area.
Pkt. T - HYBRID POND LILIES: Easy to maintain. Plant between 1
½’ to 3’ deep in shallow water. Full sun. Won’t tolerate heavy chemicals and must be protected from white amurs.
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2006 Annual Tree Seedling Sale Order Form

NPDES Phase II Corner: continued

NAME_______________________________________________________________________________________

Often times these problems have arisen from structures being constructed too close to a watercourse. Riparian setbacks offer a viable solution
since they provide room along streams to slow the velocity of floodwaters and to store the overflows. The setbacks also allow a “buffer” zone
to filter pollutants from stormwater.

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE (Day)_________________________________(Evening)___________________________________
__________Pkt. A
(White Pine) 6"-12"
(25) seedlings/packet
$18.00 ea.= $_____________
__________Pkt. B
(Norway Spruce) 8"-16"
(25) seedlings/packet
$16.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. C
(Canadian Hemlock) 8"-14"
(25) seedlings/packet
$16.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. D
(Canaan Fir) 8"-16"
(10) seedlings/packet
$15.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. E
(Colorado Blue Spruce) 5"-10"
(10) seedlings/packet
$ 6.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. F
(American Mountain Ash) 1’-2’
( 5) seedlings/packet
$ 6.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. G
(Japanese Whitespire Birch) 2’-4’ ( 3)seedlings/packet
$ 8.00 ea.= $_____________
__________Pkt. H
(Red Oak) 1’-2’
( 5) seedlings/packet
$ 8.00 ea = $_____________
__________Pkt. I
(Red Mulberry) 3” pots
( 2) potted seedlings/packet
$ 8.00 ea.= $_____________
__________Pkt. J
(Old Fashioned Lilac) 10"-18"
( 5) seedlings/packet
$ 6.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. K
(English Lavender) 3” pots
( 2) seedlings/packet
$ 5.00 ea = $_____________
__________Pkt. L
(Dwarf Rhododendron) - PINK
( 2) seedlings/packet
$ 8.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. M
(White Dogwood) 12”-18”
( 5) seedlings/packet
$ 8.00 ea.= $_____________
__________Pkt. N
(Burning Bush) 3" pots
( 2) potted seedlings/packet
$ 6.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. O
(Pieris Japonica) 3" pots
( 2) potted seedlings/packet
$12.00 ea.= $_____________
__________Pkt. P
(Black Knight Butterfly Bush)
( 2) potted seedlings/packet
$ 5.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. Q
(Wht. Clim. Hydrangea) 3” pots ( 2) potted plants/packet
$ 8.00 ea.= $_____________
__________Pkt. R
(Pachysandra) 50/Bundle
(50) cuttings/packet
$15.00 ea. = $_____________
__________Pkt. S
(Let if Rain Garden Kit)
(32) potted plants/packet $128.00 ea.= $____________
__________Pkt. T
(Hybrid Pond Lilies)
( 1) bulb/packet
$12.00 ea.= $______________
__________Apricot_______________Pink________________White________________Red________________Yellow
__________Bat Box(Standard/Single Chamber)
(Cedar)
$15.00 ea. = $____________
__________Bluebird Box(Standard Style)
(Cedar)
$12.00 ea. = $____________
__________Bluebird Box (Peterson Style)
(Cedar)
$15.00 ea. = $____________
__________Wren Box
(Cedar)
$ 8.00 ea. = $____________
__________Butterfly Box
(Cedar)
$15.00 ea. = $____________
__________Robin Nesting Shelf
(Cedar)
$ 8.00 ea. = $____________
__________Wood Duck Box
(Cedar)
$20.00 ea. = $____________
__________Std. Bird Feeder
(Cedar and Glass)
$12.00 ea. = $____________
__________Jar Feeder
(Cedar w/ Quart Jar) $10.00 ea. = $____________
Total ………………….…….$______________

Tree Sale Ordering Instruction
Please fill out the order form listed above and mail check
or money order payable to:

2.

Geauga SWCD
PO Box 410, Burton, OH 44021
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER!

3.

1. Packets are available for pick-up on
Friday, April 21, (9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) or
Saturday, April 22, (9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon)

5.

NOTE - Hybrid Pond Lily and “Let it Rain Garden Kit”
Pick-up: Second of third week of MAY, depending on
weather. You will be notified of specific date and time.

Proceeds from the 2006 Tree Packet Program are used to
fund environmental education opportunities for children
and adults in Geauga County.

4.

6.

Orders are filled on a first come, first serve basis.
We reserve the right to make substitutions if
necessary.
Deadline for ordering is March 31, 2006. Notices
will be mailed a week before pick-up.
Seedlings come bare rooted, packed in sphagnum
moss or dipped in root gel.
We are not responsible for packets not picked up on
time.
Planting instructions are available at pick up time.

Riparian setbacks provide the uniformity and consistency needed to successfully manage riparian areas throughout the townships of Geauga
County. Riparian setbacks afford protection to riparian areas that return benefits to all community residents. The benefits of improved riparian
areas and water quality within a community include, but are not limited to:
• Physical Improvements - Increase protection of the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents by restoring and maintaining the
physical, chemical, and biological integrity of the water resources they protect by reducing flooding, erosion and property loss.
• Economic Improvements - Preserve land characteristics (lot size, shape, and integrity), sustain or increaseproperty values because of
aesthetic enhancements, help to keep community costs low, reduce infrastructure costs and decrease reliance on engineered solutions.
The overall costs associated with protection of riparian areas are typically less expensive than restoration projects needed to repair
damage from flooding.
• Recognition of Good Stewardship - Communities choosing to incorporate Best Management Practices into law are being acknowledged
for their efforts, especially by neighboring communities downstream.
• Clean Water Act Amendments - Riparian setbacks are tools that will help satisfy upcoming requirements for municipalities and townships
to improve the quality of stormwater entering our waterways.
How are riparian setbacks established?
Riparian setbacks are established through local riparian setback legislation. This legislation helps to protect the health, safety and welfare of
citizens and the water quality of our local streams and rivers. Riparian setbacks legislation is geared toward new development and only applies
to landowners who wish to expand their home or operation within setback areas.
The setback distances are established from the edge of stream in which riparian areas are to be left as natural as possible. Research shows that
a riparian setback, when sized and vegetated properly, allows room for riparian areas to disperse the volume and erosive force of floodwaters.
Typical setback widths listed below:
• 300 feet on each side of all streams draining an
area greater than 300 sq. miles.
• 100 feet on each side of all streams draining an
area greater than 20 sq. miles but less than 300 sq.
miles.
• 75 feet on each side of all streams draining an area
greater than 0.5 sq. miles (320 acres) and less than
20 sq. miles.
• 50 feet on each side of all streams draining an area
greater than 0.05 sq. miles (32 acres) and less than
0.5 sq. miles (320 acres).
• 30 feet on each side of all streams draining an area
less than 0.05 sq. miles (32 acres).
If the 100-year flood plain is wider than the designated
setback, the setback width should increase to meet the
100-year floodplain in addition to the outer most edge
of any connected wetlands. Setback widths should also
increase in areas where steep slopes affect both the
safety of proposed structures and the water quality of
the stream.
For more information on how to get riparian setbacks
established in your community or to implement them on
your own property, contact the Geauga SWCD.
Text for this artcle was provided by the Chagrin River
Watershed Partners and the Summit County Soil and
Water Conservation District.

CRWP offers Workshops
The Chagrin River Watershed Partners (CRWP) will be hosting Dam Safety
and Riparian Setbacks workshops in 2006. Please see descriptions below. If
you would like more detailed information visit “upcoming events” at the
Chagrin River Watershed Partners web site. www.crwp.org
Coming in March 2006: Dam Safety Workshop
According to ODNR there are 84 existing dams in the Chagrin River watershed
of which six are classified as Class I dams, nine as Class II dams, ten as Class
III dams, and sixteen as Class IV dams. The remaining forty-three dams in the
Chagrin watershed are either exempt, abandoned, or unclassified. The
workshop will teach dam owners about:
• The structure and characteristics of dams
• Responsibilities, owner liabilities and dam
security
• Dam operations, maintenance and inspections
• Emergency action plans and implementation
of emergency actions
May 17, 2006: Implementing Riparian Setbacks Workshop
This workshop is for zoning inspectors, engineers, plan reviewers, and others
on issues of setback implementation. Draft agenda includes an overview of
setback requirements; discussion of review procedures; examples of
implementation challenges and solutions; and review of setback map update
procedures. The workshop will include fieldwork where participants will learn
to determine ordinary high water marks, defined bed and banks, and other
field aspects of riparian and wetland setback implementation.

