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Watershed Ripple

The title AWatershed "Ri"ppliEsSor refcllE t o
impacts the future of our watershed. Every.action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which
affects our natural resources.

Predators in Peril

far mer 6s f r i e Rreent fungs ophidiortyces d a
ophiodiicolg has been found in sixteen states, including Ohio, according
to U.S. Geological Survey scientists. It is the cause of snake fungal disease
(SFD). The fungus does not need a host, unlike a viral or bacterial disease,
allowing it to survive longer and affecting more of the population. The
SFD consumes keratin, the very substance scales are made of, which causes
the skin to become thicker, possibly blister, and form ulcers. The increase in skin
thickness encourages the snake to shed more frequently. This in turn upsets its natural
process. Snakes are very vulnerable during a shed and stop eating. Increase in this
behavior puts the snakes at risk for predation and starvation.
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At this time it has been found in both juvenile and adult snakes. This is concerning since
the juvenlles may not have had a chance to reproduce which adds to a decline in
epopul8tior? I Ak thi€ time at least 14 snake species have been affected including the
common water snake, racer, black rat snake, timber rattlesnake, milk snake, plains garter
snake, mud snake, and southern water snake.

Snakes are not the first to have their population threatened by a fungus. Bats have been
struggling with whitenose syndrome caused Bseudogymnoascus destructanbjch

also causes abnormal and 4lieeatening behavior modificationsChytridiomycosis an
infectious disease in themghibian world, is causing sporadic death and is caused by the
Batrachochytrium dendrobatidisfungus. These species are essential to the biodiversity
and health of our environment.

Snakes do not always conjure up the best emotions in people, although they are
beneficial to agriculture. Snakes reduce rodent populations which damage and consume
crops and spread disease. They are also a key prey species for those doing aerial roden
controls; such as hawks and owls. If you find a snake with symptoms of SFD, contact
your local Division of Wildlife and do not handle.
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| ake Erie Starts Here!

In 2016 Geauga SWCD is collaborating with other agencies and SWCDs to promote '
wat er shed awareness and protection strat e;?;;_
Erie Starts Herelé is the name of this st
outreach efforts, we are showcasing one of our conservation programs to local schools
to help strengthen the clean water message.

School Program Spotlight
WHEREDOESYOUR WATERSHELY

aking a closer look at the critical link between land use and
water quality

Through this exciting Geauga SWCD program, participants will gain a clear
understanding of Geauga Countyds wg
water quality of our streams and lakes. By using the enviroscape, an
interactive landscape model, students will investigate firsthand the sources of
water pollution generated within a community, then identify ways to protect
and preserve our essential water resources. Contact Gail Prunty at
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122 ext. 2 for more information or

to schedule a program!
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The Wonders of Watersheds for Teachers
Outdoor Explorations for Classroom Applications

Are you interested in acquiring graduate credits, looking for creative lessons to incorporate learning standards

into
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one of two unique summer workshops sponsored by the Geauga and Portage Soil and Water Conservation D
(SWCDs). These workshops are open to educators of all grades and disciplines, proven as effective and eng
trainings, and offer affordable graduate credits through Ashland University.

The Wonders of Watersheds (WOW) Workshdmuesday, June 3Bhursday, June 16, 20i6a 3day program held i
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Geauga and Portage Counties. Educators will discover creative ways to incorporate the standards through aItivities,

inquiry, outdoor investigations, and peer teaching. Each participant will reBedject WetProject WILD Aquatic
Project Learning TreandExploring Streamsurriculum guides.
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Heroes Your Hardworking Pol |l

Last year the Geauga SWCD and the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts Auxiliary sponsored the 2015 Conservation Poster Contest. The purpose of the
contest was to instill in youth an appreciation for the environment and the need to protect
our precious soil and water resources.

The 2015 tdcalnteroesayour iHardworking PollinatoésThe Geauge
SWCD winners of the 2015 contest were as foll@masdes79: 1° placeAnya Parsons of
Kenston Middle School and“placeTeagan Farley of Berkshire High School

The F'place winner, Anya Parsons, moved on to the State Compe@omyratulations to
all of the talented youth of Geauga County and visit the District website at
www.geaugaswcd.ctmmview the 2015 winning posters.

The 2016 Post erlVedlbMedddreds Al garéicipants wil recive a free tree
seedling with their entrif.o assist students with their poster preparation a free progfaull
Need Treeasavailable for your class or group. Contact Katie Nainiger-2844022 or
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com to schedule your program today.

For more contest information visit the National Association of Conservation Districts at
www.nacdnet.organd download your entry formatvw.geaugaswcd.com
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