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Watershed Ripples 

The title ñWatershed Ripplesò refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which 
impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which 

affects our natural resources. 
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 Predators in Peril 
 

A farmerôs friend is in danger!  A recent fungus, Ophidiomyces 
ophiodiicola, has been found in sixteen states, including Ohio, according 

to U.S. Geological Survey scientists. It is the cause of snake fungal disease 
(SFD).  The fungus does not need a host, unlike a viral or bacterial disease, 
allowing it to survive longer and affecting more of the population.  The 

SFD consumes keratin, the very substance scales are made of, which causes 
the skin to become thicker, possibly blister, and form ulcers.  The increase in skin 
thickness encourages the snake to shed more frequently.  This in turn upsets its natural 
process. Snakes are very vulnerable during a shed and stop eating.  Increase in this 
behavior puts the snakes at risk for predation and starvation.   
 

At this time it has been found in both juvenile and adult snakes. This is concerning since 
the juveniles may not have had a chance to reproduce which adds to a decline in 
population.  At this time at least 14 snake species have been affected including the 
common water snake, racer, black rat snake, timber rattlesnake, milk snake, plains garter 
snake, mud snake, and southern water snake. 
 

Snakes are not the first to have their population threatened by a fungus.  Bats have been 
struggling with white-nose syndrome caused by Pseudogymnoascus destructans, which 
also causes abnormal and life-threatening behavior modifications.  Chytridiomycosis an 
infectious disease in the amphibian world, is causing sporadic death and is caused by the 
Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis  fungus.  These species are essential to the biodiversity 
and health of our environment.   
 

Snakes do not always conjure up the best emotions in people, although they are 
beneficial to agriculture. Snakes reduce rodent populations which damage and consume 
crops and spread disease.  They are also a key prey species for those doing aerial rodent 
controls; such as hawks and owls.  If you find a snake with symptoms of SFD, contact 
your local Division of Wildlife and do not handle. 
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Lake Erie Starts Here ! 
 

In 2016 Geauga SWCD is collaborating with other agencies and SWCDs to promote 

watershed awareness and protection strategies throughout the Lake Erie Basin.  òLake 

Erie Starts Here!ó is the name of this storm water education initiative. As part of our 

outreach efforts, we are showcasing one of our conservation programs to local schools 

to help strengthen the clean water message.    
    

  School Program Spotlight onê 
 

  WHERE DOES YOUR WATERSHED? 
Taking a closer look at the critical link between land use and 

water quality  

Through this exciting Geauga SWCD program, participants will gain a clear 

understanding of Geauga Countyõs watersheds and ways that we impact the 

water quality of our streams and lakes.  By using the enviroscape, an 

interactive landscape model, students will investigate firsthand the sources of 

water pollution generated within a community, then identify ways to protect 

and preserve our essential water resources.  Contact Gail Prunty at 

gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122 ext. 2 for more information or 

to schedule a program!   

 

The Wonders of Watersheds for Teachers -   
Outdoor Explorations for Classroom Applications 

 

Are you interested in acquiring graduate credits, looking for creative lessons to incorporate learning standards into 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΣ ƻǊ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΚ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ 
one of two unique summer workshops sponsored by the Geauga and Portage Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
(SWCDs).  These workshops are open to educators of all grades and disciplines, proven as effective and engaging 
trainings, and offer affordable graduate credits through Ashland University.  
 
The Wonders of Watersheds (WOW) Workshop, Tuesday, June 14-Thursday, June 16, 2016 is a 3-day program held in 
Geauga and Portage Counties.  Educators will discover creative ways to incorporate the standards through activities, 
inquiry, outdoor investigations, and peer teaching.  Each participant will receive Project Wet, Project WILD Aquatic, 
Project Learning Tree, and Exploring Streams curriculum guides.   
 
The Advanced Wonders of Watersheds, Monday, June 27 ς Wednesday, June 29, 2016 is an intensive 3-day program 
at Old Woman Creek National Estuary in Huron, Ohio.  This once-in-a-lifetime experience includes scientific 
investigations, activities, and the unique opportunity to collect research data on Lake Erie with the United States 
Geological Survey Lake Erie Biological Station.  Participants receive Healthy Water Healthy People, The Wonders of 
Wetlands, Flying Wild, and Teachers on the Estuary (T.O.T.E.) curriculum guides. 
 
For more information visit geaugaswcd.com or contact Gail Prunty at gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122.  
5ƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅΧ Registration deadline is May 15th!  

mailto:gprunty@geaugaswcd.com


 

 

Save the Date! Area II Envirothon is in Stark County on April 28th! 
 

The 2016 Northeast Ohio High School Envirothon is an academic, outdoor environmental competition 
for students in grades 9-12. Teams are tested on their knowledge of soils, forestry, aquatics, wildlife, and 
current environmental issues. The current environmental issue has a specific theme which changes 
annually. This yearôs theme is Invasive Species: A Challenge to the Environment, Economy, and Society. 
Working together the students gain team-building skills, knowledge of science, and appreciation for local 
natural resources. Last year nearly 350 students, coaches, and volunteers from 17 counties in Northeast 
Ohio participated in the event hosted by Geauga County.  
 

This year the event will be held on Thursday, April 28, 2016 at Sippo Lake Exploration Gateway, 
Canton, OH, Stark County. The top four teams from this event will represent our area at the Ohio Envirothon, June 13-14, 2016 at 
Bowling Green State University, Wood County.  
 

If you have questions or need more information, please contact Katie Nainiger, knainiger@geaugaswcd.com. Please visit 
www.envirothon.org for more information on State and North American Envirothon competitions or www.geaugaswcd.com for Area 
II information. Good luck Geauga County Envirothon Teams!  
 

 
NEW!!!   Envirothon Resource Tote!  A special thank you to Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy for their generous and continued support of the Envirothon Competition.  
Through their recent donation over $600 in resources, field guides, and research tools are 
now available for Geauga County Envirothon advisors and their teams to prepare for the 
envirothon competition.  The tote is full of great resources such as  Field Guide to Aquatic 
Macroinvertebrates, Elements of the Nature and Properties of 
Soil, Newcomb Field Guide to Wildflowers, Sibleyôs Field Guide 
to Birds, and much, much more.  Berkshire High School was the 
first school to utilize the free resources and it will be heading to 
Kenston High School next!  If you are interested in signing out 
the Envirothon Tote, please contact Katie Nainiger at 
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122.  Thank you again to 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy! 
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 ñLocal Heroes Your Hardworking Pollinatorsò 2015 Conservation Poster Contest Winners 
 

Last year the Geauga SWCD and the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts Auxiliary sponsored the 2015 Conservation Poster Contest.  The purpose of the 
contest was to instill in youth an appreciation for the environment and the need to protect 
our precious soil and water resources.  
 

The 2015 theme was ñLocal Heroes Your Hardworking Pollinators.ò  The Geauga 
SWCD winners of the 2015 contest were as follows: Grades 7-9: 1st place-Anya Parsons of 
Kenston Middle School and 2nd place-Teagan Farley of Berkshire High School 
 

The 1st place winner, Anya Parsons, moved on to the State Competition.  Congratulations to 
all of the talented youth of Geauga County and visit the District website at  
www.geaugaswcd.com to view the 2015 winning posters. 
 

 

The 2016 Poster Contest theme is ñWe All Need Trees!ò   All participants will receive a free tree 
seedling with their entry. To assist students with their poster preparation a free program, We All 
Need Trees is available for your class or group. Contact Katie Nainiger at 440-834-1122 or 
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com to schedule your program today.   
 

For more contest information visit the National Association of Conservation Districts at 
www.nacdnet.org/ and  download your entry form at www.geaugaswcd.com. 


