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The mission of the
Geauga Soil and Water
Conservation District
is “To conserve,
protect, and enhance
the natural resources
of Geauga County by
providing leadership,
education, and
assistance to all.”
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Burton, OH 44021
Phone: 440-834-1122
Fax:440-834-0316
Email:
gswcd@geaugaswcd.com
Website: www.geaugaswcd.com
Like Us!

The title ―Watershed Ripples‖ refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which impacts
the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which affects our
natural resources.

Bicentennial Farms: Treasures from the Past
Even a short drive through Geauga County’s countryside may give you the pleasure of
witnessing one or more of the sixteen Century Farms designated in Geauga County. And
the list continues to grow…
Something even more special is taking place this year! Not one but two farms have reached
bicentennial stature this year. How amazing is it that not only has a farm been in operation
for that long, but also by the same family for over 200 years!
The Haskins Farm located at 17199 Haskins Road in Bainbridge Township is owned by
Curtis and Deborah Cook. It was originally over 160 acres and currently is still a working
farm at nearly 70 acres. In 1818 the
land was purchased by Phillip
Haskins, Sr. and his wife Lovisa
McFarland for $2.50 an acre. Phillip
was originally from Massachusetts as
his third great-grandfather arrived
here from England in 1733. Phillip
and Lovisa (married in 1811) left
Massachusetts and followed the
McFarland family to Ohio. The
couple raised their children in the The original sugar house on the Haskins Farm that is still
original farmhouse until the in operation today. It was built in 1939 by Leslie Haskins,
Cutis Cook's grandfather.
construction of the current home in
(Photo submitted by Haskins/Cook Family)
1843 for $300 and a barrel of
whiskey. Years later their fourth son, Commodore Perry Haskins, and his wife Cynthia
chose to remain on the farm and had five children. One was Clarence Perry, Curtis’ greatgrandfather, who married Flora Bonney in 1890. Over the years the farm was used for
crops, dairy and maple sugaring. Flora was a hard worker Inside this Issue:
and a strong woman who was proudly the first woman in
1
Geauga County to vote. In 1897 Clarence was one of the Bicentennial Farms….
founders of the Bainbridge Telephone Company and the Bicentennial Farms
2
first line he put in was to connect the sugar house to the continued...
family home. Clarence and Flora operated the farm until Annual Meeting
Clarence’s death in 1940 at which time their sons split the
3
property. One son, Leslie, took the east portion for dairy Poster Contest Winners
cows and sheep. His other son Albert took the west and Rain Barrel Yard Art
raised produce and livestock. Both brothers had a sugar
Envirothon
4
house and sold maple syrup.
Save the Date
Continued page 2…..
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Albert’s portion of the property was sold following his death in 1964 to a local developer. However, the original barn
built in the 1800s and original farmhouse remained on the unsold property and is still there today with a few additions
to meet the needs of the changing times. The farmhouse has been at the center of happiness as fifth and sixth
generations of Haskins were raised here and proudly stands to this day. Curtis and his sisters Janice Cook-Swanson and
Jennifer Cook-Forbush, both of Columbus, all have fond memories of the farm. It is a proud family with a long lineage
residing at the Haskins Farm. Delicious maple syrup is still harvested from 40 acres of the farm woodland and has won
―Best Maple Syrup Producer‖ at the Geauga County Maple Festival. As the farm celebrates 200 years, so does the family
as they prepare for a 200 year family reunion in the upcoming months...amazing!
Our second bicentennial treasure is the Clarke Farm (originally known as the Bonniecrest Farm) at 12050 Madison
Road in Huntsburg. The farm was established February of 1818 when Ebenezer Clark IV and his wife Lucy purchased
nearly 200 acres of land. Over the years acres were sold and the farm now stands firmly at 100 acres. They traveled here
from Northampton, Massachusetts with their
sixth child on the way. Truman, Harry T. and
Harry W. Clarke continued to farm the land until
Hal and Ethel Clarke inherited the farm. The
farm was maintained primarily as a dairy farm,
while also selling eggs and Christmas trees at a
mere 75 cents in the 40s, which is a far cry from
the $50-$70 for trees today! Hal and Ethel’s
daughter Helen and her husband John Sudyk
built the farmhouse in 1945 with the original 12
room farmhouse from the 1820s still standing
close by. John shared a special memory with a
smile. He said, ―She waited for me…we built the
home, loved it and her ever since.‖ The original
barn, which housed the 30 Holstein and later
Brown Swiss, was torn down over the years;
The historic photo of the Clarke barn established 1818.
however, the horse barn remains. As for many
(Photo submitted by Sudyk Family)
during World War II times were tough. Men
were away and the women had to balance family
and their livelihood. Helen and her sister Katherine (Kay) Dietrich have fond memories of hard work and strong family
ties. While Helen was working hard on the farm, her husband was storming the beaches of Normandy. His battalion
also fought in the Battle of the Bulge and the Battle of Hurtgen Forest, which was the longest battle on German ground
during WWII. His battalion then marched to Paris. John’s story ―John Sudyk: The Soldier of 10,000 Rounds,‖ along
with 36 other soldiers' stories can be found in the book ―Forever a Soldier‖ by Tom Wiener. Thank you to John and
his fellow veterans for their sacrifice and the strength of their families to continue maintaining the family, the business
and life while they fought for us. Strong life experiences and determination run deep within the Sudyk and Clarke
families as does a strong sense of family. In their late 90s John and Helen still live on the farm with their great-nephew
and his family. Some things never change as the early morning sun rests on the farmhouse which proudly stands high
overlooking Madison Road. You can’t help but to smile and think of busier yet peaceful days of the past…

Join the celebration as both families will be guests of honor at the 2018
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District and Geauga County
Farm Bureau’s Annual meeting on September 27 at 6:30 p.m. at St.
Mary’s Banquet Hall, Chardon, OH.

Watershed Ripples
Geauga SWCD
and
Geauga County Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting
September 27, 2018 at 6:30pm
(Election for Geauga SWCD Board 5:30-6:30pm)

St. Mary’s Banquet Hall
Chardon, OH

Join in the celebration and
recognition of two Geauga County Bicentennial FarmsThe Clarke and The Haskins Families
For more information visit www.geaugaswcd.com
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Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home” 2018
Conservation Poster Contest Winners
The Geauga SWCD
and
the
Ohio
Federation of Soil and
Water Conservation
Districts Auxiliary
sponsored the 2018
Conservation Poster
Contest. The purpose
of the contest is to
instill in youth an appreciation for the environment
and the need to protect our precious soil and water
resources.
The 2018 theme was ―Watersheds: Our Water, Our
Home.” A watershed is land that sheds water. Every
piece of land on the planet is part of a watershed.
Even the desert known as Death Valley is part of a
watershed. You’re sitting in a watershed right now!
The way we treat the land in our watersheds and our
daily habits can have a big impact on the water we
drink.
The Geauga SWCD received numerous entries this
year. The winners of this year’s contest are as follows:
Grades K-1: 1st place– Michael Yeager of Westwood
Elementary School, Grades 2-3: 1st place– Caroline
Yeager and 2nd place– Josselyn Mumm both of
Westwood Elementary School; Grades 4-6: 1st place–
Zoe Virant and 2nd place– Elizabeth Passow both of
St. Mary’s School; Grades 7-9: 1st place– Leah Bass
and 2nd place–Ava Morcino both of St. Mary’s
School.
The first-place winners of each category move on to
the State Competition where they have a chance to
move on to the National Competition.
Congratulations to all of the talented youth of
Geauga County and visit the District website at
www.geaugaswcd.com to view the 2018 winning
posters.

2019 Poster Contest
Theme
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Chardon High School Envirothon Team
Places 6th at State Competition

Celebrate

The rain may have been falling, but it didn't rain on the
Chardon Red Team parade as once again they scored high at
the annual State Envirothon on June 11-12 at Ohio Cedarville
University, Cedarville, Ohio.

As always, the Chardon team demonstrated their knowledge and
determination for excellence as nineteen teams from throughout Ohio
competed at the state level. The following team
members helped to bring Chardon to 6th place
victory at the State Envirothon with the
guidance of Marilyn Rohr, their Envirothon
advisor: Emily Munoz, Kyle Gessel, Asher
Vokoun, Jason Tysl, Heather Humbert, Advisor
Marilyn Rohr (in photo left to right). Congratulations to Chardon High
School in their outstanding performance. Geauga SWCD would like to wish
Emily, Asher, and Jason much success as a new chapter for them begins this
fall as they enter college.

Conservation Education Programs!
Available for schools, camps, youth
groups and more!
Schedule today!
Hands-on, interactive, and fun
Free of charge!
Pond Exploration
Buggin' Out
Stream Quality Monitoring
Web of Life
Soil Sleuths
Where Does Your Watershed?
Stream Team Detectives
Incredible Journey
Beneficial Bats
Freddie the Fish
What's Under Your Feet? Groundwater
Wildlife Detectives
Wildlife in Winter
Trees are TREEmendous!
Soil to Spoon
Stormwater Stewards
"Pond"ering Signs Left Behind
Caterpillar Spring Butterfly Summer
Contact Gail Prunty, Education/
Communications Specialist,
at 440-834-1122 ext 2# or
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com to schedule
a youth program or school presentation.

Celebrate 50 years of Ohio's Scenic Rivers
Program at Bass Lake Preserve, a designated
scenic river site and natural lake on the
Chagrin! Local resource professionals will be
leading a variety of family-friendly aquatic
adventures including stream exploration,
canoeing, strolls through Spring Brook Sanctuary,
and close encounters with Chagrin River critters
including Ohio’s treasured brook trout.
Don’t miss this unique river celebration!
Your Geauga SWCD Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/Communications Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 2

Save the Date
Geauga SWCD at the Great Geauga County Fair
Natural Resources Area
August 30—September 3
Sensible Salting Workshop
Centerville Mills for Municipalities and Road/Street Departments
September 11, 830-11:30am
Scenic Chagrin Celebration-Scenic Rivers ―50th‖ Celebration
Bass Lake Preserve
September 16, 1-5pm
Fish Sale-Geauga SWCD-Geauga County Fairgrounds
September 20, 1-3:30pm-Deadline September 14
Geauga SWCD and Geauga County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
St. Mary’s Church Reception Hall, Chardon, OH
September 27, 6:30pm (Election for Geauga SWCD Board 5:30-6:30pm)
Keep Your Woods Working Forestry Symposium-The Holden Arboretum
September 29, 8:30am-5:30pm

