Watershed Ripples
Fall 2007

Welcome to the first edition of the new Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) education newsletter “Watershed Ripples.” The title refers to the carbon
footprint we leave behind, which impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a
reaction or a ripple effect which affects our natural resources.

More Than Just a Story
The mission of
Geauga Soil and Water
Conservation District
is “To conserve,
protect, and enhance
the natural resources
of Geauga county by
providing leadership,
education, and
assistance to all.”

Storytelling is not a new art, it is a technique that has been used throughout centuries and has been
passed down through generations. We use stories as a way to communicate the past, and to invoke a
sense of attachment and emotion to a specific event, place or object.
Stories are shared in a variety of different forms including: folklore, myth, puppets, dance, porquoi
(story that answers why), fable, ghost, living history, music and song, and art. We use stories to
explain what we don’t understand, or to shed light on how something evolved to its current state.
Stories have helped us to teach morals and respect as found in the famous “The Tortoise and the Hare.”
The use of guided imagery, a relaxing process where a story is shared and the listener closes his/her
eyes to imagine the story, encourages and develops ones’ imagination. Creating guided imagery
pieces stimulates the creative process. The use of all language arts are used to convey the story.
Names for plants, animals, insects, and fish often are associated with their appearance, habitat, or
habits. This aids in memory and identifying certain flora (plant) and
fauna (wildlife). A tiger swallowtail butterfly has beautiful black and Whatever befalls the Earth
yellow designs. Grasshoppers spend their days hopping from blades of befalls the sons of Earth.
grass. Fireflies sparkle the evening skies with their glow. Darner
Man did not weave the
dragonflies take on the look of a short crocheting needle. Plants and
web of life; he is merely a
trees like the redbud, named for its bright pinkish red buds in the
strand in it.
spring, the cottonwood, with its cottony seeds that fill the spring air, and
the burning bush with bright leaves of red during the fall, are true to Whatever he does to the
their name.
web, he does to himself.
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Folklore has anthropomorphized plants and animals for centuries to aid
in the explanation of the unexplainable. How did the rabbit get his
fluffy tail? Why does the vulture have a featherless head? Why does the
chipmunk have a striped back? How were purple coneflower, touch-meknots, and fringed gentian named? Through folklore, they have come
alive to share the tale of how they came to be. It has helped us to
understand past civilizations and to understand a specific plant or
animals life history.
Storytelling can be incorporated into all areas of school through science
by studying the ecology, and natural history of a story. Math can be
explored by using Anansi stories. The art of drama can incorporate
stories through acting. Writing and higher levels of learning or debate
can be integrated by recreating the story, defining myth from fact, or
comparing stories from various cultures and time periods.
As mentioned earlier, there are a variety of forms of storytelling
techniques, be exploratory and find one that works for you and your
students.

~Chief Seattle~
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Fire Folklore

Read the story “Coyote Fire” aloud which is an account from the Plains Indians. Use a flannel board as a visual aid.
After the story, ask the students how the story evolved and why certain animals look the way they do. Do they think
there are reasons, other than the story, that contribute to their appearance. How can the story teach us to work
together and care for the Earth? Does the story conflict with what we know from science? For their assignment, have
students create their own folklore tale from the information they know about local ecosystems.
Coyote Fire ( Adapted from coyote folklore found in Wildlife Folklore by Laura C. Martin)
Coyote enjoyed watching the humans during the warm summer yet felt bad for them when the cold winter months
came. He knew where the fire beings lived and kept fire, all to themselves. He decided to sneak up the mountain and
steal a little for the humans to help keep them warm.
Coyote watched the fire beings and waited for them to fall asleep. Once asleep, he leapt to the fire and grabbed. He
ran as quickly as he could back to the humans, but the fire beings caught him. As they reached for the fire, they
touched the tip of his tail and to this day it is still white. Coyote screamed out and tossed the fire to squirrel, as
squirrel ran with the fire. The fire beings tried to grab him and touched him on his back causing his tail to curl over
his back. Squirrel yelled and threw the fire to chipmunk who took off running as the fire beings reached for him.
Their long fingers ran down his back leaving three black lines which still can be seen today. Chipmunk squeaked and
tossed the fire to frog. As the fire beings reached for frog, they grabbed his long beautiful tail breaking it off. Frog
tossed fire to wood and wood swallowed the fire. The fire beings couldn’t figure out how to get fire out of wood and
left defeated. Coyote took the wood back to the humans and showed them how to rub two pieces of wood together to
get fire to come out. From that day forward the humans were never cold again thanks to coyote.
Tools for Tales

Pocket Tales To Go

~Set the stage-have the atmosphere reflect the story as it
helps to bring the story alive. Play CD’s for sound
effects. Change lighting, change location (go outside),
add smells (candles).
~Include your students in the story through actions,
words, or movements. Involving your students takes the
story to the next level. INVOLVE YOUR AUDIENCE!
~Be animated-change your voice, pitch, and tone. Use
facial expressions, gestures and body movements.

This program was developed by Mary Lynne McGrath,
a library specialist in California, to aid younger
children in retelling a story. To start, read a simple
story to the children. After the story, give them a sheet
of paper divided into eight squares. Each square should contain 1 or 2
words that are key to the story sequence. Have the students draw
pictures for each of the words. Then fold the paper and place in their
pocket. For their assignment, tell them to share the story with family
and friends. A great resource is Margaret Read MacDonald’s Twenty
Tellable Tales.

Flowering Folklore (Do Not Try Any of These Remedies)
Fringed Gentian

Jewelweed (Touch-Me-Knots)

Cardinal Flower

White Ash Tree

Bright blue fringed
wildflower, hence the name.
Blooms late July through
October. Pioneers used it to
aid in digestion, Hungarians
felt it could cure a plague,
and native Americans used it
to ease back pain. It is rare
to find due to habitat
destruction of Ohio
wetlands.

Bright yellow-orange flowers
that bloom from July until
August. Named for shooting
its seed pods when disturbed.
It also repels water. When
the water lands on the leaves
it beads and reflects the sun,
appearing like a jewel. Native
Americans used the juice
from the plant to treat poison
ivy and other skin ailments.

Scarlet red flowers often
visited by hummingbirds.
Blooms from July through the
first frost. The name comes
from the red color which is
also worn by the cardinal of
the Roman Catholic Church.
The root is thought to be a
potent love charm and was
also brewed as a tea to cure
intestinal worms.

White flowers in the spring
which leaves behind long
slender seed pods that stay until
the leaves turn a orange-purple
in the fall. Lore says: If the oak
is out before the Ash, Twill be a
summer of wet and splash.
But if the Ash is before the Oak,
twill be a summer of fire and
smoke.
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Wonders of Watersheds Teacher Workshop
Summer 2007

Forecasting The Weather Through Folklore
It will be a bad winter if…
~the middle band on a wooly bear caterpillar is narrow.
~the skin on apples is tough and the husks on the corn are
thick.
It is going to rain if…
~a halo is found around the sun or moon.
~leaves turn upside down.
~there is no dew in the morning.
~a bat flies low to the ground. (A storm will soon be in town.)
~bees stay by the hive.
~a pinecone closes up.
Plants that predict...
~moss dry - sunny sky, moss wet - rain you’ll get
~many plants close at night if rain is coming; dandlion,
milkweed, clover and pinecones.
~Rhododendrons roll and hang their leaves down when it is
cool and straight out when it is warm.
Temperature teller…
~Katydids not only call their name but also for warn for frost.
*Chirp faster when it is warmer
*Kate(55°F), Katy(65°F), Katydid(72°F),
*Katy didn’t 87°F) below 55°F they won’t vocalize
Adapted from NAI Weather Booklet

Hygrometer Pinecone

Dry

Wet

Glue a dry pinecone onto a piece of “L” shaped
cardboard. Label the back piece DRY/WET like the
diagram to the right. Insert a needle into one of the
main scales, then cover the needle with a straw. Place
the pinecone weather station outside protected from
the elements. The straw will move as the temperature
and weather changes. The pinecone will close when it
is going to rain, this action
protects the seeds from
Fall Fun-Lights Out
becoming wet and damaged.
Supplies
The scales covering the
-Leaves -Aluminum foil
pinecone absorb the moisture
-Scissors -Masking tape
which causes them to swell and
bend which will move the
Activity
straw. Indicating what weather
-Tape different foil shapes to the green
is to come.
leaves. After the leaves change color,
remove the foil shapes. Observe the
areas that were covered compared to the
“Put your ear close to
areas that were exposed. The colors
the whispering branch
beneath the foil are the pigments that
and you may catch what
have been covered up by the green
it is saying.“
chlorophyll.

~Guy Murchie

Adapted from sciencemadesimple.com

Investigating, sharing, excitement, curiosity and new
adventures were all ingredients of the five day teacher
workshop.
Participants from all career backgrounds; art, science,
physical ed., and outdoor
education joined in the
workshop. At the end of the five
days, they earned six curriculum
and activity guides (Project Wild,
Project Aquatics, Science and
Civics, Project WET, Wonders
of Wetlands, and Project Learning Tree). Along with
their new tools for enhancing their educational
experience for the audiences, they left with inspiration
and new friends.
Join Geauga and Portage SWCD’s for Summer 2008
Wonders of Watersheds workshop. Hope to see you
there!
Here are some excerpts from the workshop activities:
Hooked on Haiku
Nature heals many wounds
An old efficient timepiece
Forever clocking time
~Kaye Ford
White floating flowers
Blooming on the smooth water
Painted by Nature
~Jan Was
Good to make a trail
Protect the environment
Now watch where you walk
~Nancy Speck
Habitat Pen Pals
Dear_____,
I’d like to invite you to my burrow for water and a
salad. We can enjoy the sunshine in the meadow
near my home. It will be nice to have
company because sometimes when I come
out and look around at the humans near
my home, they think I’m sick-but I just
like seeing them play in the yard. Please
respond.
Wally Woodchuck
AKA Karen Welhouse
P.S. If you are a hawk, eagle, or owl, please disregard.

Watershed Ripples...Here’s the Dirt
Thank you to the
Western Reserve
Federation of
Conservationists for
sponsoring
“Watershed Ripples”
and conservation
education in
Northeast Ohio.

A National Win
Congratulations to Envirothon Advisor Marilyn
Rohr and her Red team from Chardon High
School who competed at Hobart and William
Smith College in Geneva, New York. The fivemember Red team included Erich Hiner, Deanna
Lentz, Kerry O’Donnell, Alex Sarmiento, and Todd
Zolka. They placed eleventh overall in the weeklong competition that involved more than 260
teenagers from the U.S. and Canada who studied
environmental issues and resource conservation while competing for $100,000 in awards such as
college scholarships and prizes. As 11th place winners, each Chardon team member was awarded
various types of Canon equipment. Congratulations Chardon Red Team!

Autumn
Conservation Teacher of the Year
-Frank GibasEach year the Ohio Federation of Soil
and Water Conservation Districts
recognizes the outstanding conservation
education efforts of Geauga’s, Ohio’s,
and the nation’s teachers. This year, the
Geauga SWCD received numerous
nominations and applicants for the
award. At the high school level, our
Geauga County winner was Frank Gibas,
a biology/physiology/chemistry teacher at
Kenston High School for 35 years. As our
nominee, Frank was entered in
competition with eighty-seven nominees
from other state SWCD’s and when the
voting was done, Frank was announced as
the State Conservation Teacher of the
Year. Congratulations Frank Gibas and
good luck at the national level!
Your Geauga SWCD
Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation
Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
Ron Etling-District
Conservation Educator
retling@geaugaswcd.com
(-440) 834-1122
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2007 Poster Contest Winners
This year, the Geauga SWCD and the Ohio
Federation of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts Auxiliary sponsored the 2007
Conservation Poster Contest. The purpose
of the contest was to instill in youth an
appreciation for the environment and the
need to protect our precious soil and water
resources.
This year’s theme was
“Conservation’s Power .” Each student was
encouraged to express this theme in their
poster.
The winners went on to competition at the
17 County Area II Competition where 3
Geauga County student posters were chosen
to go on to the State Conservation Poster
Finals. Our state winners were: Grades K-1;
1st place- Matthew Wilson of Hambden
Elementary, Grades 4-6; 1st place-Melanie
Miller of Newbury Elementary School and
Grades 10-12; 1st place-Katelyn LeGros of
Notre
Dame-Cathedral
Latin.
Congratulations and good luck at the
National Level!

2006-2007 Land Lab Grant
Frank Gibas of Kenston High School is the recipient of the
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation Districts outdoor
education grant. Kenston High School is implementing a
Rain Garden Land Lab Project. Congratulations!
If you are interested in applying, or for more information
on outdoor education land lab grants contact the SWCD
office for 2007-2008 grant cycle.

Quad-County Envirothon
October 3, 2007
High school students from Lake,
Ashtabula, Geauga, and Cuyahoga
counties are invited to test their skills
during the Envirothon training at
Lakeland Community College. The
2008 theme is “Recreational Impacts
on Natural Resources.” The training
is open to all high schools and is a
free event. For more information
contact your local SWCD.

Educational Resources
The Folklore of Trees & Shrubs, by
Laura C. Martin
Wildlife Folklore, by Laura C. Martin
Wildflower Folklore, by Laura C.
Martin
Stories for the Campfire, edited by
Bob Hanson and Bill Roemmich
Tales as Tools; The Power of a Story
in the Classroom, by The National
Storytelling Association
Keepers of the Animals, by Michael J.
Caduto and Joseph Bruchac
Keepers of the Earth, by Michael J.
Caduto and Joseph Bruchac
Keepers of Life, by Michael J. Caduto
and Joseph Bruchac
Just Enough To Make a Story, by
Nancy Schimmel
New! Updated Soils Website! Find
your schools soil profile and more!
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us

