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The title “Watershed Ripples” refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which impacts
the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which affects our
natural resources.

We Will Miss You Mr. E!
He filled Geauga County classrooms, libraries, and school yards with the excitement and
passion for what he loved—the natural world. Most children knew him as Mr. E, and for
Ron Etling hearing them call his name while inquiring about what was in the critter carrier
was music to his ears. Ron Etling joined the Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) team in 2006. He shared his knowledge and passion while exciting others about
the wide variety of reptiles and amphibians that inhabit Geauga County. These critters were
a favorite in his Riparian Rescue program,
which was one of the over 300 programs
that Ron presented in 2009.
Ron began his life like many other little
boys his age, turning over rocks, getting
muddy, and bringing home anything that
moved. His fascination with the natural
world continued on into adulthood where
he decided to attend Kent State University
and major in geography and biological
science. After graduation, Ron realized
Mr. E at the Great Geauga County Fair
that education was the niche for him and
soon began teaching at Stow for the middle and high school
“Everything in nature invites
levels. His career began to bloom when he was asked to teach a
us constantly to be what we
gifted program for Kent State University, Baldwin Wallace, and are. We are often like rivers:
Hiram College where he incorporated student research,
careless and forceful, timid
scientific writing, and hands-on experiences in the outdoors.
and dangerous, lucid and
He retired for the first time from teaching in 1988, but soon
muddied, eddying, gleaming,
began working part time for the Ohio Department of Natural
still.”
Areas and Preserves (ODNAP) where his favorite part of the
-Gretel Ehrlich
job was hiking to local bogs and fens. After retiring for a
Inside this issue:
second time, he took a brief breather and then joined Geauga
SWCD.
We Will Miss You Mr. E! 1
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District is sad to
announce that Ron has decided to retire for a third time. He
will be greatly missed as he was an immense asset to the SWCD
team. He will surely be missed in the classrooms, the field,
and libraries across Geauga County. It is with little doubt that
if you see a man exploring the banks of streams and rivers,
flipping over rocks and logs, there is a good chance that it is
the grown boy we came to love as Mr. E!
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Chardon High School Takes Eighth Place at National Competition
Chardon High School has had a strong presence of excellence at many
Canon Envirothons, North America’s largest high school environmental
education competition. A proud Chardon Team comes home after
representing the state of Ohio and placing eighth at the National
Envirothon. The team previously made it to the national level three
years in a row—placing fifth in 2006, eleventh in 2007, and fifth in
2008. The Chardon High School Envirothon Team competed with
forty-five states and nine Canadian provincial teams at California State
University in August. The five-member team included Claire Dorsett,
Kate Best, James Porter, Kevin Morgan, and Kim Savidas and were
coached by Marilyn Rohr. They tied with New York for eighth place in
the week-long competition that involved more than 270 teenagers from the U.S. and Canada. Focusing on this year’s
theme of Protection of Groundwater Through Urban, Agricultural, and Environmental Planning, they studied environmental
issues and resource conservation and competed for awards of $125,000 in college scholarships and Canon prizes. This
year they placed second in the soils category of the competition. As eighth place winners, each Chardon team member
was awarded a $1,200 scholarship. The North American Envirothon is the culmination of a series of regional and state (or
provincial) competitions that began during the past school year and involved more than 500,000 teenagers throughout
North America. In written tests and oral presentations, five-member teams from schools and organizations competed for
the distinction of representing their state or province at the Envirothon. Each team’s knowledge is tested under the
supervision of foresters, soil scientists, wildlife biologists, and other natural resource professionals. Teamwork, problem
solving, and presentation skills are evaluated as each team offers a panel of judges an oral presentation containing
recommendations for solving the specific environmental challenge that is presented during the competition.
Congratulations Chardon!

Please Welcome Gail Prunty Into Geauga County Classrooms
From fishing fun to classroom creativity, she is the new talent that will be
filling Geauga County schools with her knowledge and passion of our natural
resources. Gail brings years of education skills and enthusiasm with her. She
currently serves as the District’s Education/Communications Specialist.
Since Ron’s retirement, the District has shifted duties allowing Gail to head
back into the classroom.
Previously, Gail has worked for the Tuscarawas County Park Department,
Athens SWCD, Burr Oak State Park, and Nature’s Classroom Outdoor
Education Program. Gail has an Associate’s Degree in Natural & Cultural
History Interpretation from Hocking College and has 20 years of experience
in environmental education. If you have had the pleasure of meeting Gail
and worked with her, then you know she is a firecracker full of energy and
great ideas. Fall has been a busy time of year for the District and for Gail.
She recently married Brian Prunty, a former SWCD staff member from Stark
SWCD. Congratulations Gail and Brian!
Gail Prunty with Dana and Diana Shale

Gail will be doing limited youth education programs due to budget
adjustments and constraints. If you would like to schedule a program, please contact Gail Prunty at 440.834.1122 ext. 2,
or gprunty@geaugaswcd.com. We look forward to another great year of interaction and programming with our Geauga
County schools, preschools, and libraries!
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The 2010 Wonders of Watersheds Workshops
For the 11th year, the Geauga and Portage Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) sponsored the Wonders of
Watersheds (WOW) education workshops in June 2010. Both the WOW and Advanced WOW workshops provide an
exciting, in-depth look at the natural wonders of our region, along with invaluable training, curriculum guides, and
graduate credits through Ashland University. Workshop participants traveled to unique ecosystems including bogs, oak
savanna forests, vernal pools, and the shores of Lake Erie. Don’t miss the education adventures! For more information
on summer June/July 2011 Wonders of Watershed Workshops or to be placed on our mailing list, contact Gail Prunty at
the District.
Pictured here,
Wonders of
Watersheds teachers
enjoyed going “up
the creek” and
catching
macroinvertebrates
to determine the
water quality of
Swine Creek.

This picture captures
Advanced Wonders
of Watersheds
teachers and
facilitators (including
a Lake Erie Water
Snake!) enjoying a
day of hands-on
environmental science activities at OSU's Stone Laboratory
on Gibraltar Island.

Microcystin in Lakes and Reservoirs Harmful Algae Blooms
by Beth Landers, Lake Soil and Water Conservation District
Microcystin has been in the news quite a bit recently, though there seems to be some confusion about what it is and
where it comes from. The term "microcystin" refers to a group of toxins produced by certain bacteria called
cyanobacteria. You might remember cyanobacteria as the "blue-green algae" you learned about in school. Microcystin
attacks the liver of people and some animals exposed to it, causing permanent damage and, in some cases, death. Often
the first sign of a microcystin problem is illness and death in water-loving dogs during the height of summer.
Controlling microcystins means controlling the growth of the blue-green algae that produce the toxins. These
cyanobacteria exist all over the planet, but only become harmful when they grow in large numbers. In the freshwater
environments of Northeast Ohio, cyanobacteria often form colonies in the shape of dense mats, long filaments, or even
hollow spheres. Regardless of shape, they can all be dangerous in large numbers. Since blue-green algae is
photosynthetic, it gets its energy from the sun. However, the algae also needs certain nutrients to exist in the water in
order for the population to grow. This is where humans can have an effect on the matter. Algae requires, among other
things, nitrogen and phosphorous to grow. Without an abundance of these nutrients, the algae will not be able to grow
as rapidly or develop colonies as large. Much of the nitrogen and phosphorous reaching our rivers and lakes comes from
human sources. These include pet waste, manure, malfunctioning septic tanks, runoff from properties where fertilizer
was overapplied, and dumping of organic wastes such as grass clippings and leaves into our streams.
While the level of danger in Ohio this summer didn't reach alarming proportions, several popular recreational waters
were declared harmful for human contact, including some in Northeast Ohio. If you see an unusual colony of algae, it is
best to avoid contact with the water and with any algae mats that may have washed up on shore.
To help reduce the risk of toxic algae outbreaks in your favorite waterways, use fertilizer sparingly if at all, check your
septic system and keep it maintained, establish filter strips of long grass along waterways to deter geese and absorb runoff,
avoid using algicides (they can increase the level of toxins in the water), and prevent runoff from livestock and
agricultural areas. Lake County has dozens of beautiful beaches along Lake Erie to enjoy on hot summer days and both
Lake and Geauga County have many charming ponds and streams. Each of us need to do our part to keep them that
way. For more information on harmful algae blooms, visit http://www.ohioseagrant.osu.edu/documents/publications/
FS/FS-091Harmful AlgalBloomsInOhioWaters2010.pdf.
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The 2011 Conservation Poster Contest
theme is "Forests for People! More
Than You Can Imagine." For more
information on submitting your
artwork, contact the District.

2010-2011 Envirothon Competition
The Envirothon competition is
designed to stimulate, reinforce,
and enhance interest in the
environment and natural
resources among high school
students. Each year a new theme
Old Woman Creek
Huron, OH
or current issue is chosen. For
2011, the current issue is “Fresh and Saltwater Estuaries.” Each
fall Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga, and Ashtabula Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (SWCD) host a Quad-County
Envirothon. This year it was October 20, 2010, at Lake
Metroparks Penitentiary Glen Nature Center, Kirtland, OH.
This is a pre-Envirothon practice event. The Quad-County is
open to all area high school students to help prepare them for
the spring Area II Envirothon, which is May 3, 2011 in Erie
County, OH. Winners from the Area II
competition will go on to compete at
the State Competition. Winners at the
State level will move on to the National,
which is being held July 24-29, 2011, at
Mt. Allison University in Sackville, New
Brunswick, Canada. For more
information go to http://
www.envirothon.org or contact Geauga SWCD.

Thank you to the Western
Reserve Federation of
Conservationists for their
continued support in sponsoring
“Watershed Ripples” and
conservation education in
Northeast Ohio.
Your Geauga SWCD Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/Communications Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 2

the theme in designing their
posters.
At the local level the Geauga
SWCD winners were: Grades K2010 “Conservation
1: 1stplace-Emma C. Spencer of
Habits=Healthy Habitats” Timmons Elementary, Grades 2Poster Contest Winners 3: 1st place-Taylor F. Slish and 2nd
This year the Geauga SWCD and place-Max Vujaklija, both of St.
st
the Ohio Federation of Soil and Mary’s School, Grades 4-6: 1
nd
place-Louis Mezzopera and 2
Water Conservation Districts
place-Vincent Petro, both of St.
Auxiliary sponsored the 2010
Mary’s School, and 10-12: 1st
Conservation Poster Contest.
place-Kaitlyn Watson and 2nd
The purpose of the contest was
to instill in youth an appreciation place-Tanya Geiss, both of
Berkshire High School. The 1st
for the environment and the
need to protect our precious soil place winners went on to the 17
and water resources. This year’s County Area II Competition.
Congratulations! Be sure to
theme was “Conservation
check out the posters online at
Habits=Healthy Habitats.”
Students were encouraged to use www.geaugaswcd.com.

Inquiry Resources From Ohio Resource Center
Help your students adapt from teacher-directed inquiry to selfdirected inquiry through these hands-on tools from ORC:
http://ohiorc.org/bookmark/view_a_folder.aspx?
uid=7827&folderID=24699.

The Science of Climate Change
Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Wed, Dec 1, 2010,
5:00 to 7:30 pm, Appropriate for teachers of grades 6-12
Climate Change -- why is it happening? Learn activities that
will help you teach your students about the "greenhouse
effect" as well as how human-generated carbon dioxide is
changing this natural process. We will discuss the reflection
and refraction of light, energy waves, thermal expansion, and
heat convection. As part of this workshop, you will get an
opportunity to explore the Museum's new permanent
Climate Gallery exhibit! Fee: Science Resource Center
member: $20; nonmember: $25.
See what future workshops will be offered at: http://
www.cmnh.org/site/ClassesandPrograms/
ScienceResourceCenter/Workshops.aspx.

Save the Dates!

Conservation Poster Contest Deadline-April 2011
Area II Envirothon-Erie County-May 3, 2011

State Envirothon-June 13 and 14,Location T.B.A.
National Envirothon– August 1-7, 2011

