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American Beech trees are easily identified during fall, winter and spring by their pale orange
leaves quivering in the cool breeze. Many species of wildlife including wood ducks, wild
turkey, deer, nut-hatches and bear enjoy the tasty treat of beechnuts. Beech trees can reach
80ft. in height with a crown up to 70ft. They are a key indicator species for our northern
hardwood forests. Wood ducks, owls, hawks and squirrels are just some of the wildlife who
call this species of tree home.
Sadly, these treasures of the forest are fighting yet another challenge. They have long been
the choice for initials being gouged into their smooth grey bark. In the last 10 years or so
the sap-feeding scale insect has been found burrowing into the bark, hence making an
entranceway for Neonectria fungus to then enter. As a result the fungus blocks the flow of
sap, weakening the tree, causing it in some cases to snap off in heavy winds before officially
dying off. These infestations are primarily found in the eastern part of the U.S. and spread
through insects, wind and relocating firewood.
The newest challenge to face beech trees is Beech Leaf Disease
(BLD), which was first found in Northeast Ohio in 2012.
The disease is moving quickly east across the country, which
does not bode well for the already compromised stands of
beech trees. BLD causes a quilted appearance to the leaves
with dark, thick lines forming along the veins of the leaf. As
the tree ages, the damage increases and curling and early
defoliation occur. Young saplings are hit the hardest and the
buds are often smaller and weakly attached to the limbs.
Once BLD sets in other pathogens become present such as beech blight, beech scale, leaf
fungus and other insect pests. The decline in beech trees will have a widespread effect on
the diversity of our forests.
Until recently the cause of BLD was unknown. However, plant pathologist Dave McCann
with the Ohio Department of Agriculture discovered a new microscopic nematode which
may be the culprit of BLD. The worm is a new species and further research is taking place
across the state by arborists and biologists in hopes of
identifying and understanding the relationship of the Inside this Issue:
nematode and the beech trees. If it is determined that it is Beech Leaf Disease (BLD)
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in fact the cause then a treatment will be enacted to deter BLD continued...
further damage. Ironically, the beech tree was a primary
2
food source to the legendary passenger pigeon and no one Big Tree Contest
wishes to see the demise of the beeches as was bestowed Envirothon
upon the passenger pigeon. If you see signs of BLD, Program Offerings
3
please report findings to Thomas Macy, Ohio Department
Camp Canopy
of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry at
Here’s the Dirt…
4
thomas.macy@dnr.state.oh.us.
Continued on page 2...
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Beech Leaf Disease….Continued from page 1
Signs of Beech Leaf Disease from USDA
left: Early defoliation or premature leaf
drop.
(Courtesy photo by John Pogacnik)

Second from left: Advanced stages of
infection, reduced leaf size.
(Courtesy photo by John Pogacnik)

Top right: Dark, striped bands between
lateral veins of leaves.
(Courtesy photo by Tom Macy)

Bottom right: Raised striped bands
between lateral veins of leaves.
(Courtesy photo by Carrie Ewing)

Geauga County Big Tree Contest
The Geauga SWCD 2018 Geauga County BIG TREE Contest is currently seeking nominations! This voluntary contest promotes the
beauty and benefits provided by our county’s biggest and oldest trees, along with their contributions to clean water and healthy soil.
The 2018 featured tree species is the American Beech (Fagus grandifolia). Easily recognized by its smooth, light gray bark, tapered
surface roots, and leaves that persist year-round on young trees, this long-lived tree holds a special place in our forests and hearts.
Among many benefits, their abundant cavities and beech nuts are significant to wildlife. With the recent discovery of Beech Leaf
Disease in Northeast Ohio, locating our biggest beech trees can foster awareness and future research.
Participants must submit a nomination for an American Beech tree which they believe might be the largest in the county. After all
nominations are submitted, qualified personnel will verify the measurements using the ODNR Division of Forestry’s Big Tree
Program procedures. Each tree will receive a score based on trunk circumference, crown spread, and total height to determine the
winner. In addition, the District will consider each tree’s ability to capture stormwater along with other economical benefits. For
example, one American Beech with a diameter of 45 inches can absorb as much as 6,213 gallons of stormwater runoff each year.
The objectives of this contest are:
•To engage residents in the recognition, management, and enhancement of our county’s tree populations
•To showcase the critical roles that trees play in sustaining healthy soil and clean water
•To recognize that each healthy tree in our county reduces flooding and improves water quality by soaking up stormwater runoff and
filtering out pollutants
BIG TREE Contest Guidelines:
•Nominated trees must be American Beech trees located in Geauga County. (Visit the Ohio Division of Forestry's website http://
forestry.ohiodnr.gov/americanbeech to review characteristics.)
•Only one nomination per individual tree. The first nomination received will be entered into the contest.
•The tree does not have to be on the property of the nominator; however, permission from the landowner must be obtained prior to
nomination.
•Nominations must be submitted to Geauga SWCD no later than Tuesday, July 31st - 3:30 pm. Please email to
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or submit in person or through the mail to the Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District, PO Box 410,
14269 Claridon-Troy Road, Burton, OH 44021.
•Qualified District personnel will verify all nominated tree measurements and use the tree benefits calculator
(treebenefits.com/calculator/) to provide the stormwater runoff reduction capability. The decision of the District
will be final.
•Geauga County’s BIG TREE will be recognized and awarded at the District’s Annual Meeting in the fall. For
more information contact Geauga SWCD at geaugaswcd.com, 440-834-1122, or gprunty@geaugaswd.com.
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Congratulations to Geauga County Envirothon Teams

The Envirothon is an annual, international competition that has proven to be an exciting and useful tool
for incorporating STEM education into high school classrooms. The Envirothon mission is to develop
knowledgeable, skilled, and dedicated high school students who are willing to work towards achieving
and maintaining a natural balance between the quality of life and the quality of the environment.
The teams consist of five students who compete first at the Area II Envirothon, which includes 17
counties in Northeastern Ohio. The Area II Envirothon was held at Cuyahoga Fairgrounds in Berea hosted by Cuyahoga
and Portage County on April 26, 2018. The four highest scoring teams will advance to the State Envirothon taking place
June 10-12 at Cedarville University. Chardon High School Core Values Team placed 2nd and Chardon Rats Team placed
11th at the Area II Envirothon. Kenston, Berkshire, Chardon, and West Geauga each brought teams to the
competition. Kenston White team placed 9th and tied for 1st place at the Forestry station with Western Reserve White
from Huron County, West Geauga High School placed 13th and Berkshire A Team placed 30th. Chardon Core Values will
be joining Brecksville Bees (1st place) from Cuyahoga, Boardman Owls (3rd place) from Mahoning, and Crestwood Monkey
Wrench Gang (4th place) from Portage at the State Envirothon.
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District would like to congratulate the Geauga County teams on their outstanding
performance and wish Chardon Core Values good luck at the State Competition!
For more information on how your school can get involved in the Envirothon Competition, call Katie Nainiger at the
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District at 440-834-1122.
Conservation Education Programs!
Available for schools, camps, youth groups
and more!
Schedule today!
Hands-on, interactive, and fun
Free of charge!
Pond Exploration
Buggin' Out
Stream Quality Monitoring
Web of Life
Soil Sleuths
Where Does Your Watershed?
Stream Team Detectives
Incredible Journey
Beneficial Bats
Freddie the Fish
What's Under Your Feet? Groundwater
Wildlife Detectives
Wildlife in Winter
Trees are TREEmendous!
Soil to Spoon
Stormwater Stewards
"Pond"ering Signs Left Behind
Caterpillar Spring Butterfly Summer
Contact Gail Prunty, Education/
Communications Specialist, at 440-834-1122
ext 2# or gprunty@geaugaswcd.com to
schedule a youth program or school
presentation.

2018 Camp Canopy-Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation
Camp Scholarship Winner Calahan Heiss from Berkshire High
School
The Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District is proud to award a full
scholarship to one Geauga County resident for registration to the 2018
Camp Canopy, taking place June 10-15 at FFA Camp Muskingum in
Carrollton, Ohio. Calahan Heiss from Berkshire Jr/Sr High School was
awarded a scholarship to join other high school campers from across the
state to attend this unique and engaging camp promoting the wise
management of Ohio’s forests and natural resources. At Camp Muskingum,
Calahan will participate in many classes including forest ecology, wildlife
management, and forest products, plus activities like a team-building
adventure course, a night
hike, and a tree climbing
program. At the end of the
camp, students will have a
chance to earn college
scholarship money
through the final exam.
The Geauga SWCD Board
of Supervisors and staff
congratulate Calahan and
wish him a positive and
rewarding camp
experience.
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For more information on Pollinators
& Seeds visit http://pollinator.org/
index.html.

Join the Ohio Department of Natural Resources in 2018 to celebrate
the 50th Anniversary of Ohio’s State Wild, Scenic and Recreational
Rivers Program and 50 years of river conservation success stories. To
learn more about 50th anniversary programming in your area and
across the state of Ohio visit: watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/scenic rivers.

Geauga SWCD needs YOU!
Grab your water
shoes and join the
MYC team! In
MYC we will use
kick seines,
sediment sticks, pH
test kits, and more
while analyzing the
health of Geauga County's streams and rivers.
Contact Colleen Sharp (440)834-1122 or
csharp@geaugaswcd.com

Your Geauga SWCD
Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger
Conservation Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty
Education/Communications Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 2

Sunday September 16th Scenic Chagrin Celebration! 1:00-4:00pm,
Bass Lake Preserve in Munson Township. Celebrate this historic
milestone and “jump in” to many unique aquatic explorations with
Geauga SWCD, Geauga Park District, and partners. RSVP required
for canoeing at gprunty@geaugaswcd.com.

Save the Date
State Envirothon-Cedarville University,Cedarville,OH
June 10-12, 2018
2018 Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Camp Canopy
Contact District for Scholarship
June 10-15, 2018
Geauga SWCD “The Wonders of Soil” Workshop
June 13-15, 2018
Geauga SWCD Advanced “Wonders of Watershed” Workshop
June 26-28, 2018
National Conservation Foundation (North American) Envirothon
Idaho State University, Pocatello, Idaho
July 22-28, 2018
Big Tree Contest-Geauga SWCD
Deadline July 31, 2018
Scenic Chagrin Celebration-Scenic Rivers “50th” Celebration
Bass Lake Preserve
September 16, 2018

