Watershed Ripples
The title “Watershed Ripples” refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which
impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which
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What is teaming with life in the early spring as the snow is still melting? Where can you find
fairy shrimp? What is a safe haven for gelatinous gels wriggling with life and is the nursery for
many of our amphibian key indicator species...Vernal Pools! A vernal or ephemeral pool
occurs in a depression which fills with water for a short period of time. These once dry
depressions in typically wooded areas will fill as the spring rain falls and the snow melts.
Vernal pools become breeding grounds to a wide variety of species and thrive with
biodiversity. Since the pools will dry up in 2-3 months, they are free from predatory fish
populations which provides a safer aquatic nursery, although other predators such as birds
and snakes will come to the surrounding edges waiting for an easy meal.
During warm, early spring evenings, preferably with a bit of precipitation, the highly
anticipated “salamander runs” begin as many of our amphibian species migrate back to their
birthing pools. In Ohio there are 25 different salamander
species inhabiting our woodlands, ponds, streams, and fields,
one of which was adopted as the state amphibian in 2010, the
spotted salamander. Amphibians, which include salamanders
and frogs, have very delicate skin that is permeable to allow
water and oxygen to be absorbed. Along with water and oxygen,
environmental pollutants are also absorbed making amphibians
of key importance in biomonitoring the Earth’s environmental
Marbled Salamander
health. Remember never to handle a salamander with dry
hands since it can rub off their protective mucous coating.
Frogs and salamanders have also been attacked with a fast-spreading fungus called
chytridiomycosis, or chytrid for short, which started in the late 80’s in Central America.
Since that time it has spread to several continents and is
found in 36 U.S. states including Ohio. It is unclear if the Inside this issue:
fungus itself is toxic or if it prevents oxygen from being Hidden Jewels...
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properly absorbed through the skin. To minimize the spread
of chytrid, it is important never to release captive species. It is Hidden Jewels...cont.
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thought that the fungus could be associated with captive Marilyn Rohr award
All Hail Carmella Shale
breeding and live animal trade programs. In addition, never
OSU Fund
remove amphibian species or relocate them, not to mention
they are protected which makes it illegal to capture native WOW Workshop
3
EDP Workshop
species without proper permits.
Soil to Spoon Workshop

Ohio wetlands, including vernal pools, are protected.
Permission is required from the Ohio EPA and/or the U.S. MYC Stream Quality
Monitoring
Army Corps of Engineers to disturb or fill a wetland.
Save the Dates!
Continued….page 2
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Hidden Jewels...Vernal Pools………………………………………………………………………….…... Continued from page 1
Ohio once had over several million acres of wetlands and today only a mere 10% remain. Now is the time to get out and
explore local woodlands for a peek into the precious habitat of vernal pools. Soon there will be proof of the successful
nights of spring breeding, with eggs clinging to vegetation and floating in gelatin masses in a variety of shapes and colors,
each with its own identifying characteristics. Discover how you can help and learn to identify the special creatures in
vernal pools through the following resources:
Books:
Ohio’s Hidden Wonders-Guide to the Animals and Plants of Vernal Pools-Ohio
Environmental Council
Vernal Pools-Natural History and Conservation by Elizabeth Colburn
The Secret Pool by Kimberly Ridley (children)
Websites:
Ohio Environmental Council: www.theoec.org
Ohio Amphibian: www.OhioAmphibian.com
Ohio Vernal Pool Partnership: www.ovpp.org

Marilyn Rohr receives 2014 Environmental
Education Council of Ohio (EECO) Award for
Outstanding Environmental Educator in the
field of Formal Education
Marilyn Rohr teaches
11th and 12th grade
chemistry at Chardon
High School. Her first
teaching job was as a
naturalist at Hocking
Hills State Park, and to
this day she is still
connecting students to
the outdoors…confident
that these connections are crucial to the conservation
of our natural resources. Sixteen years ago, Marilyn
became involved with the Ohio Soil and Water
Resources Envirothon program. She has been breaking
records ever since. No other teacher in Ohio has been
a stronger advocate for the envirothon program.
Because of this alone, she deserves to be recognized!
In her own words “Conservation education is my way
of changing the world, one mind at a time.” Without a
doubt, Marilyn Rohr is changing the world, beginning
right here in Ohio. Through her exemplary efforts and
commitment to conservation education, we believe that
Marilyn Rohr is fully deserving of the 2014 EECO

Award for Outstanding Environmental Educator in
the field of Formal Education. Congratulations!

Spotted Salamander Egg Mass

The Ohio State University
Extension
Geauga County Master
Gardeners Teaching Fund
Anyone in Geauga County who is developing and/or
implementing projects that teach children or adults about
horticulture. Amounts ranging from $50.00 to $500.00 may
be requested. Contact the Ohio State University Extension
office of Geauga County at 440-834-4656 to secure an
application.

All Hail Carmella Shale!
Carmella Shale of Geauga Soil and Water
Conservation District receives the 2014 Outstanding
District Professional Award
Carmell a Shal e, District
Administrator and Engineer for
the Geauga SWCD, received the
2014 Outst and in g Distri ct
Professional Award by the Ohio
Association of Soil and Water
Conservation District Employees
and the National Conservation
District Employee Association.
This award honors Carmella for
her outstanding contribution in
strengthening and promoting the conservation of our
natural resources by providing assistance, information, and
representation and by supporting the efforts of conservation
districts. Congratulations!
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2014 Teacher Workshops-Just say WOW!
The Wonders of Watersheds:
Outdoor Explorations for Classroom Applications

Are you looking for ways to incorporate Ohio’s New Learning Standards into your curriculum? Seeking resources to
enhance your classroom content and students’ success? Interested in acquiring graduate credits? Or maybe you are
just in need of a fun and enriching learning adventure? Through outdoor learning and inquiry experiences, we can
help your transition to tackle the standards!
Don’t miss your chance to attend one of two unique summer workshops sponsored by the Geauga and Portage Soil
and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). These workshops are open to educators of all grades and disciplines,
proven as effective, engaging trainings, and offer affordable graduate credits through Ashland University.
The Wonders of Watersheds (WOW) Workshop: Outdoor Explorations for Classroom Applications, Tuesday, June
17- Thursday, June 19, 2014 is a 3-day program that offers one to three graduate credits. Based in Geauga and Portage
Counties, educators will discover creative ways to incorporate the standards through activities, inquiry, outdoor
investigations, and peer teaching. Participants will receive Project Learning Tree, Project WILD, Project WILD Aquatic,
Science & Civics, and Project WET curriculum guides.
The Advanced Wonders of Watersheds, Monday, June 23 – Wednesday, June 25, 2014 is an intensive 3-day program
at Old Woman Creek National Estuary in Huron, Ohio including activities, tours, and the chance to earn one to three
graduate credits. A highlight of this workshop is the unique opportunity to collect research data on Lake Erie with the
United States Geological Survey Lake Erie Biological Station. Participants will also receive Flying Wild, The Wonders of
Wetlands, and Healthy Water, Healthy People curriculum guides.

Both workshops provide an exciting, in-depth look at the natural wonders of our region, travels to unique ecosystems,
effective resources, and engaging activities led by local resource professionals. Rejuvenate your routine, gain new skills,
and treat yourself to an academic adventure this summer! For more information visit www.geaugaswcd.com or contact
Gail Prunty at gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122. Don’t delay… Registration deadline is May 15th!

Soil to Spoon
Project Food, Land and People (FLP)
Teacher Workshop
May 8, 2014
3:30pm to 7:00pm at Hastings Dairy Farm
13181 Claridon-Troy Road, Burton, OH 44021
Each participant will receive a Project Food, Land and People Guide with
over 50 activities, a variety of other educational tools and resources, and a
private tour of Hastings Dairy Farm.
The cost is $15.00 for the first fifteen workshop participants.

Thank you to the Geauga County Farm Bureau for the grant which will
provide guides or CD's to the first 15 participants. Upon receiving your
registration we will notify you if you are not one of the first 15 at which
point you will have the opportunity to pay the additional cost of $55.00 or
receive a refund.
For more information contact Katie Nainiger at
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122.

2014 Educators Development
Program Workshop in Geauga
County!
October 21-22 – Breaking the Standards
of Science – Inquiry-based Field
Investigations and Citizen Science
Programs
Fee: The cost will be $50
Lodging: There are reserved cabins at
Punderson State Park for the October
workshop, and the cost per person will
be approximately $30 for one night.
More information will follow with the
formal registration materials.
Questions/Registration? Feel free to
contact Jeanne Russell at
Jeanne.russell@dnr.state.oh.us or by
phone at 614-265-6682.
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Back to nature...The natural healing

Geauga SWCD needs YOU!

properties of the non-native Butterbur
are said to help ward off seasonal
allergies as the pollen counts begin to
fly high (remember always check with a
doctor before taking herbal
supplements). As you drive through
the county the lines, buckets, and bags of maple season are
evident. There are over 54 healthy polyphenols found in
real maple syrup which may protect against cancer and
diabetes, so the delicious taste is not the only reason to
indulge in nature’s sweet treat!

Interested in taking a
peek at aquatic critters, such as crayfish,
dragonflies, and caddis flies, that inhabit our
local streams? How about interacting with other
individuals who share an interest in nature?
Then grab your water shoes and join the MYC
team! In MYC we will use kick seines, sediment
sticks, pH test kits, and more while analyzing the
health of Geauga County's streams and rivers.
Contact Colleen Sharp for more information by
phone (440)834-1122 ext. 6 or email
csharp@geaugaswcd.com.

Save the Dates!
April 22, 2014 - Earth Day
April 25, 2014 - Conservation Poster Contest “Dig
Deeper: Mysteries in Soil”
April 30, 2014 - Area II Envirothon - Bronson-Norwalk
Conservation League, Huron County
May 8, 2014 - Soil to Spoon Educator Workshop Hasting Dairy Farm, Burton, Ohio
June 9-10, 2014 - State Envirothon-Salt Fork State Park,
Guernsey County
June 17-19, 2014 - Geauga SWCD “Wonders of
Watershed” Workshop
June 23-25, 2014 - Geauga SWCD Advanced “Wonders
of Watershed” Workshop
October 21-22, 2014 – Ohio Department of Natural
Resources/Geauga SWCD - Breaking the
Standards of Science – Inquiry-based Field
Investigations and Citizen Science Programs –
Punderson State Park, Newbury, Ohio
Your Geauga SWCD
Education Contacts

Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education
Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com,
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/
Communications Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com,
440-834-1122 ext. 2

Geauga SWCD sends good luck wishes to West Geauga,
Ledgemont, Kenston, and Chardon High School
Envirothon teams at the Area II Competition April 30 at
Bronson-Norwalk Conservation League in Huron County!

