Watershed Ripples
The title “Watershed Ripples” refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which
impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which
affects our natural resources.
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Watch Out for the Woolly Ones
There is something invigorating about the fresh smell of conifers especially when humidity
is present in the air. Ohio is home to many native conifers including the Eastern Hemlock
with its lacey, delicate green needles, miniature cones and bowing branches. It is a
beautiful tree which has long been admired and used as an landscape ornamental. As a
keystone species it is vital for the health of the forest and streams which it cools. It prefers
moist soils of the riparian zone. Large populations can be found in the unglaciated
southeastern part of the state. However, they are being found adorned by small aphid-like
insects which is attacking the vulnerable conifers and literally sucking the life out of them.
The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) was first discovered in the eastern part of the U.S. in
the 50s, this invasive species arrived from China and Japan where natural
predators are able to keep this aggressive insect in check. The HWA is
approximately the size of an apple seed with fuzzy white fringe along its edges
and down the back. It has a piercing mouthpart that it inserts into the base
of the needles and withdraws the sugar from the food storage cells. In
Hemlock Woolly
response the tree seals the opening and in turn
Adelgid
blocks the path of nutrition causing the needles
to fall off and prohibits new growth. And with one female
laying anywhere from 50 to 200; eggs that is the potential of up
to 40,000 little life suckers in one year! That is a lot of damage!
The woolly masses or ovisacs have the appearance of white
cotton. They are found on the underside of branches as telltale
signs of infestation. These sacs can be observed June through
January usually on new growth and lower limbs. These invasive
species were recently found in Geauga County November 2017
HWA ovisacs
(the map on page 2 shows the current infestation sites in Ohio).
Unfortunately, there are no natural predators which is Inside this Issue:
common with invasive species. HWA depends on birds,
1
wind dispersal and wildlife to relocate. The use of biological Watch Out….
and chemical agents have proven to be effective, such as Watch Out...continued
trimming of infected branches, spraying the trees with a
horticultural oil and the introduction of a predatory beetle. A Teacher Workshops
possible plus with the frigid temperatures of this winter
2
Scenic River 50th
season is that some HWA have a higher mortality rate during
extreme cold. This may slow the spread to the more Chardon High Envirothon
northern parts of the U.S. until they adapt. Find out how
Area II Envirothon
3
you can help!
Continued on page 2…..

Here’s the Dirt…
What’s Happening
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Watch out for the Woolly Ones...continued
What can you do? If you purchase an
Eastern Hemlock be, sure they are from a
reputable distributor. Inspect your sapling
carefully to insure there are no signs of
HWA. If you are in an area and see signs
you can report findings at:
 ohiodnr.gov/hwa
 ODNR: 1-877-247-8733
 ODA: 1-614-728-6400
Photo credits-all photos/map from ODNR

2018 Summer Workshops: Outdoor Explorations for Classroom
Applications!
Are you interested in acquiring graduate credits, looking for ways to creatively
incorporate learning standards into your curriculum, or maybe just in need of a fun,
enriching learning adventure? Don’t miss your chance to attend one of the unique
summer workshops sponsored by the Geauga and Portage Soil and Water
Conservation Districts. Welcoming educators of all grades and disciplines, these
workshops offer outdoor inquiry experiences, engaging trainings, and affordable
graduate credits through Ashland University.
The Wonders of Soil is a brand new 3-day workshop being offered Wednesday, June
13-Friday, June 15, 2018 in Geauga and Portage Counties.
The 11th annual Advanced Wonders of Watersheds, Tuesday, June 26-Thursday,
June 28, 2018, is an intensive 3-day program at Old Woman Creek
National Estuarine Research Reserve in Huron, Ohio.
For more information visit geaugaswcd.com or contact Gail Prunty at 440-834-1122
or gprunty@geaugaswcd.com. Don’t delay… Registration deadline is May 25th!

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) in Ohio
has been found most recently in Athens
County (Dec. 2017), Lake County (Nov.
2017), Geauga County (Nov. 2017) and
Scioto County (July 2017).

Join the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources in 2018 to
celebrate the 50th Anniversary
of Ohio’s State Wild, Scenic
and Recreational Rivers
Program and 50 years of river
conservation success stories.
To learn more about 50th
anniversary programming in
your area and across the state
of Ohio visit:
watercraft.ohiodnr.gov/
scenicrivers

Chardon Team places fifth at the North American Envirothon
Competition
Representing the State of Ohio, the Chardon High School Envirothon Team was
recognized nationally for their environmental knowledge at the National Conservation
Foundation (NCF) Envirothon competition by placing fifth! The Chardon High School
envirothon teams previously made it to the North American level seven times: placing
thirteenth in 2013, fourth in 2012 (a state record for an Ohio team), twelfth in 2011,
eighth in 2010, fifth in 2008, eleventh in 2007, and fifth in 2006 .
This year’s competition was held at Mount St. Mary's University, Emmitsburg, Maryland,
from July 23-29, with the theme of the competition focusing on this year’s current
environmental issue of Agricultural Soil and Water Conservation Stewardship. The
following team members helped to bring Chardon Red Team to a proud fifth place with
the guidance of Marilyn Rohr as their Envirothon advisor: Nicholas Schragal, Emily Munoz, Jason Tysl, Heather Humbert, and
Richard Wainio. They competed with 54 teams representing 45 U.S. states, seven Canadian provinces and two teams from Canada.
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Take the Envirothon Challenge in 2018!
The Area II Envirothon will be held April 26, 2018 at the
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds - 19201 E. Bagley Road
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130
This event is hosted by Cuyahoga and Portage County Soil and Water Conservation Districts
What is the National Conservation Foundation – Area II Envirothon?
Envirothon is designed to stimulate, reinforce and enhance interest in the environment and natural resources among high school
students. A competitive outdoor team event, Envirothon offers a unique and enjoyable learning experience. A team consists of 5
students, all from the same school. An adult advisor (or advisors) must accompany the team, but is not permitted to assist the team
during the competition.
Envirothon tests students' knowledge of soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatic ecology and current
environmental issues. This year’s current environmental issue is “Western Rangeland.” In addition,
the Envirothon encourages cooperative decision-making and team building. While each student on an
Envirothon team is challenged to contribute his or her personal best, the score that counts at the end
of an Envirothon is the team score.
Five Area Envirothons are conducted around Ohio each spring. The top four teams from each of the
Area competitions progress to the Ohio Envirothon in June held in a different part of the state each
year. The top-scoring team in the Ohio Envirothon is eligible to compete in the National Conservation
Foundation - Envirothon, hosted by a different state or Canadian province every year. For more
information go to www.envirothon.org.
In Ohio Envirothon is sponsored by the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts in
cooperation with the Ohio Department of Agriculture. Natural resource and environmental specialists from many agencies,
organizations, colleges, universities, park districts and businesses devise the Envirothon questions and staff the various testing
ecostations.
The Ohio Envirothon is financed by grants, donations from businesses and through contributions to the Don Rehl Memorial
Envirothon Fund. Many local businesses also provide services and products in support of Area and Ohio Envirothons.
If you have questions or need more information, please contact Katie Nainiger, knainiger@geaugaswcd.com. Visit
www.envirothon.org for more information on State and NCF-Envirothon competitions or www.geaugaswcd.com for Area II
information. Good luck Geauga County Envirothon Teams!
Deadline for registration is March 23, 2018!!

Envirothon Resource Tote! A special thank you to
Western Reserve Land Conservancy for their generous
and continued support of the Envirothon Competition.
Through their generous donation over $600 in
resources, field guides, and research tools are now
available for Geauga County Envirothon advisors and
their teams to prepare for the envirothon competition.
The tote is full of great resources such as the Field
Guide to Aquatic Macroinvertebrates, Elements of the
Nature and Properties of Soil, Newcomb Field Guide to
Wildflowers, Sibley’s Field Guide to Birds, and much,
much more. If you are interested in signing out the
Envirothon Tote, please contact Katie Nainiger at knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or 440-8341122. Thank you again to Western Reserve Land Conservancy!

Watershed Ripples...Here’s the Dirt
2018 Camp Canopy-Ohio Forestry and Wildlife
Conservation Camp Scholarship Application
Geauga SWCD is offering scholarship funding for
the 2018 Camp Canopy, held June 10-15, 2018,
at FFA Camp Muskingum in Carroll County.
Sponsored by the Ohio Forestry Association, this
weeklong residential camp for high school
students explores many branches of forest ecology
including silviculture, tree identification, wildlife
and forestry management, and forest products.
Applications are due by 3:00 pm on Friday, March 30,
2018 . Visit geaugaswcd.com or call 440-834-1122

ext. 2 if you have any questions about the
scholarship.
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“Watersheds-Our Water, Our Home” 2018 Conservation Poster
Contest Winners
The Geauga SWCD and the
Ohio Federation of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts
Auxiliary sponsor the 2018
Conservation Poster Contest.
The purpose of the contest is to
instill in youth an appreciation
for the environment and the need
to protect our precious soil and
water resources.
The 2018 theme is “Watersheds
-Our Water, Our Home.” A watershed is land that sheds water. Every
piece of land on the planet is part of a watershed. Even the desert known as
Death Valley is part of a watershed. You’re sitting in a watershed right now!
The way we treat the land in our watersheds and our daily habits can have a
big impact on the water we drink. Participants are encouraged to discover
more about our watershed and incorporate the information into an
educational poster. The grade categories are K-1, 2-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12.
For more contest information visit the National Association of Conservation
Districts at www.nacdnet.org/ and download your entry form at
www.geaugaswcd.com.

Save the Date
Ohio Woodland, Water & Wildlife ConferenceMansfield, OH-www.woodlandstewards.osu.edu
March 7, 2018
Environmental Education Council of Ohio
Upcoming Events

Geauga SWCD Spring Fish Sale Pickup
April 17, 2018

EECO Annual ConferenceEnvironmental Education: On
Board with Environmental
Education
April 12-15, 2018-Maumee Bay
State Park Lodge and Conference Center

Area II Envirothon-Hosted by Cuyahoga and Portage SWCDs
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
April 26, 2018

EECO/ODNR-Division of Wildlife-Ohio Student
Wildlife Research Symposium
April 12, 2018-Maumee Bay State Park Lodge and
Conference Center
For more information visit: www.eeco.wildapricot.org/
Your Geauga SWCD Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/Communications Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 2

Geauga SWCD Spring Tree Sale Pickup
April 27-28, 2018
Conservation Poster Contest “Watershed-Our Water, Our Home”
Deadline May 24, 2018
State Envirothon-Cedarville University, Cedarville, OH
June 10-12, 2018
2018 Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Camp Canopy
Contact District for Scholarship
June 10-15, 2018
Geauga SWCD “The Wonders of Soil” Workshop
June 13-15, 2018
Geauga SWCD Advanced “Wonders of Watershed” Workshop
June 26-28, 2018
National Conservation Foundation (North American) Envirothon
Idaho State University, Pocatello, Idaho
July 22-28, 2018

