Watershed Ripples
The title “Watershed Ripples” refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which
impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which
affects our natural resources.
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We Are All Downstream
In light of the recent environmental tragedy in West Virginia, we are reminded of the ripple
effect these disasters can have and the need for stronger laws and regulations. Not only are
the immediate communities affected, but areas outside the devastated location as well. A
chemical producer was responsible for this latest spill, but we as responsible stewards can be
vigilant about the personal choices we make in our lives.
Which of these products do you think are harmful to our water quality and aquatic species:
OTC prescriptions, facial soaps, de-icer or lawn fertilizers? Hopefully you answered all.
Although facial soaps might be a surprise, there is a growing concern of the presence of
microbeads in hygiene products and cleaners. They have been found in all of the Great
Lakes with the highest concentrations found in Lake Erie. The microplastics are meant to
go down the drain, but once they make their way to the treatment plant they are not always
captured.
Microbeads are tiny, smaller than the lettering on a penny, but their damage once in the
ecosystem can be devastating. Smaller than fish eggs and ranging in colors of the rainbow,
they are easily consumed by many predators. Once in the body the plastics, which are not
water soluble, act as a magnet for chemicals which are then easily absorbed into the tissue.
As the pollutant is passed up through the food chain, it becomes more concentrated. Since
fishing is a big sport on the Great Lakes, consumers become more at risk of ingesting these
unknown chemicals. Even some of the boat cleaners used on fishing charters may contain
microplastics.
Several companies have already made a pledge to phase out microbeads in the future, but
until then we need to make smart choices. They can be found in toothpaste, skin care,
cosmetics, auto/boat wax and cleaners and bath/hand soaps. Instead look for products that
use walnut shells, apricot seeds, cocoa beans or sea salt as an exfoliate. The word you need
to be aware of on the ingredient list is polyethylene or it
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might actually list microbeads.
Having the knowledge is the first step to making educated
decisions that are healthy for you and the environment and
supporting those companies that are making a conscious
effort to phase out the microplastics. For more information
visit http://www.beatthemicrobead.org/en.
Continued on page 2
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Microplastics on a penny.
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We Are All Downstream….continued
Classroom Engagement
 To encourage and engage your
students have them research products
that contain polyethylene.
 Bring in various samples of sand from
Lake Erie or other waterways and using
a magnifying lens have students
separate the microbeads.
 Using their findings contact the
companies that still use the
microplastics to encourage them to
join the “ban” wagon.
 Share the Beat the Microbead app to
scan products ahead of time to
encourage making wise environmental
decisions.
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2014 Teacher Workshops
Just say “WOW”!
Wonders of Watersheds: Outdoor Explorations for Classroom
Applications
Are you looking for ways to incorporate Ohio’s
New Learning Standards into your curriculum?
Seeking resources to enhance your classroom
content and students’ success? Interested in
acquiring graduate credit hours? Or maybe you
are just in need of a fun and enriching learning adventure?
Through outdoor learning and
inquiry experiences, we can help your
transition to tackle the standards!
Don’t miss your chance to attend
one of two unique summer
workshops sponsored by the Geauga
and Portage Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (SWCDs). These workshops are open to educators
of all grades and disciplines, proven as effective and engaging trainings and
offer affordable graduate credits through Ashland University.
The Wonders of Watersheds (WOW) Workshop: Outdoor Explorations
for Classroom Applications, Tuesday, June 17- Thursday, June 19, 2014,
is a 3-day program that offers one to two graduate credits. Based in
Geauga and Portage Counties, educators will discover creative ways to
incorporate the standards through activities, inquiry, outdoor
investigations and peer teaching. Participants will receive Project Learning
Tree, Project WILD, Project WILD Aquatic, Science & Civics and Project WET
curriculum guides.

Mike Sustin receives Project Learning
Tree Educator of the Year Award!
In December Mike Sustin, a biology
teacher at West Geauga High School, was
surprised by being awarded the Ohio
Project Learning Tree (PLT)
Outstanding Educator of the Year Award
presented by Ohio PLT Coordinator Sue
Wintering. The award is presented to an
outstanding educator who made a
substantial difference in the community
through his environmental efforts. Mike
has been a strong partner of Geauga
SWCD and the District would like to
congratulate Mike on this well-deserved
recognition!

The Advanced Wonders of Watersheds,
Monday, June 23 – Wednesday, June 25,
2014, is an intensive 3-day program at Old
Woman Creek National Estuary in Huron,
Ohio including activities, tours and the chance
to earn one to three graduate credits. A
highlight of this workshop is the unique opportunity to collect research
data on Lake Erie with the United States Geological
Survey Lake Erie Biological Station. Participants
will also receive Flying Wild, The Wonders of Wetlands
and Healthy Water, Healthy People curriculum guides.
Both workshops provide an exciting, in-depth look
at the natural wonders of our region, travels to
unique ecosystems and effective activities led by local resource
professionals. Rejuvenate your routine, gain new skills and treat yourself
to an academic adventure this summer! For more information please visit
www.geaugaswcd.com or contact Gail Prunty at 440-834-1122 ext. 2 or
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com.

Watershed Ripples
Soil Health Through the Seasons: How to Naturally
Nourish Your Lawn
Join Geauga SWCD and Good Nature Organic Lawn Care
for this unique program at West Woods Nature Center in
Novelty, Ohio, Saturday, March 22nd from 10:00 am - 12:30
pm.
Now is your chance to access the needs of your lawn and
apply newly-learned natural lawn care practices that build
organic matter, improve soil health and create a selfsustaining, low-maintenance lawn. Topics to be covered
include:



An overview of soil composition, function and essential
aspects of soil health and management.
 How and when to test your soil. Free soil testing kits
will be provided to participants.
 Ways to implement a natural lawn care system in your
yard. Topics include aeration, overseeding, composting and
amending the soil, watering, properly mowing, mulching
leaves, controlling weeds and pests, etc.
 A Healthy Lawn Care Calendar for Homeowners will be
provided to each participant.
For more information please visit www.geaugaswcd.com or
contact Gail Prunty at 440-834-1122 ext. 2 or
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com.
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Soil to Spoon
Project Food, Land and People (FLP)
Teacher Workshop
May 8, 2014
3:30pm to 7:00pm at Hastings Dairy Farm
13181 Claridon-Troy Road, Burton, OH 44021
Each participant will receive a Project Food, Land and
People guide with over 50 activities, a variety of other
educational tools and resources and a private tour of
Hastings Dairy Farm.
The cost is $15.00 for the first fifteen workshop
participants.
Thank you to the Geauga County Farm Bureau for
the grant which will provide guides or CD's to the first
15 participants. Upon receiving your registration we
will notify you if you are not one of the first 15 at
which point you will have the opportunity to pay the
additional cost of $55.00 or receive a refund.
For more information contact Katie Nainiger at
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122.
Geauga
County Farm
Bureau

“Where Does Your Water Shed” 2013 Conservation Poster Contest Winners
This year the Geauga SWCD and the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts Auxiliary sponsored the
2013 Conservation Poster Contest. The purpose of the contest was to instill in youth an appreciation for the environment
and the need to protect our precious soil and water resources.
This year’s theme was “Where Does Your Water Shed?” The Geauga SWCD received numerous entries this year. The
winners of this year’s contest are as follows: Grades K-1: 1st place- Mikayla Herbst of Lindsey Elementary School; Grades 2
-3: 1st place- Kylie Neumore of Burton Elementary School, 2nd place- Abigail Morgan of Timmons Elementary School;
Grades 4-6: 1st place- Caden Neumore of Burton Elementary School, 2nd place- Emma Spencer of Kenston Intermediate
School; Grades 7-9: 1st place- Kayla Martin of St. Helen School and 2nd place- Amber Bowman of Berkshire High School;
Grades 10-12: 1st place- Chase Rowell and 2nd place- Gabriel Wilson, both of Berkshire High School.
The first-place winners of each category moved on to the State Competition where the 1st place winners have a chance to
move on to the National Competition. This year the winners at the State competition were Mikayla Herbst for receiving
2nd place in Grade K-1 category, Kylie Neumore for receiving 1st in Grade 2-3 category, Caden Neumore for receiving 1st in
Grade 4-6 category and Chase Rowell for 1st in Grade 10-12 category. Congratulations and good luck to the 1st place
winners at the National Competition and congratulations to all of the talented youth of Geauga
County. Visit the District website at www.geaugaswcd.com to view the 2013 winning posters.
Dig into your creative side. The 2014 Poster Contest theme is “Dig Deeper: Mysteries in Soil.”
For more information visit the National Association of Conservation Districts at
www.nacdnet.org/ and download your entry form at www.geaugaswcd.com.

Watershed Ripples...Here’s the Dirt
Environmental Education Council of Ohio Upcoming Events
EECO Winter Eco Arts and Sustainability ConferenceFebruary 7–9, 2014, Camp Nuhop,1077 Hanover Twp. Rd.
2916, Perrysville, OH 44864
EECO Annual Conference-Environmental Education: It’s In
Our Nature
March 27–30, 2014, Deer Creek State Park, 20635 State Park Road 20, Mt Sterling,
OH 43143
For more information visit: www.eeco.wildapricot.org/

Chardon High School Envirothon
Team placed 13th at the North
American Envirothon Competition
Representing the State of Ohio, the Chardon
High School Envirothon Team was
recognized nationally for their environmental
knowledge at the North American Envirothon
competition by placing thirteenth! The Chardon
High School envirothon teams previously made it to
the North American level seven times in the past eight
years: placing fourth in 2012, fifth in 2006, eleventh in 2007, fifth in 2008,
eighth in 2010 and twelfth in 2011.
This year’s competition was held at Montana State University from August
4-9, with the theme of the competition focusing on this year’s current
environmental issue of Rangeland and Grassland Management. The
Chardon High School Envirothon Team consisting of Kirsten Tysl, Erin
Conway, Melanie Conway, William Porter and Sebastian Diaz-Rodriguez
was coached by Marilyn Rohr.
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District would like to extend our
congratulations to Marilyn Rohr and the Chardon Envirothon team on
their national success and recognition.
Soil to Spoon Program Digs into Geauga County Schools
Soil to Spoon programs dig into county schools. A new program
partnership with Geauga SWCD and Geauga County Farm
Bureau gives Geauga County students a special visit from a local
farmer and a hands-on soil to spoon activity!
Park Elementary in Chardon was the first to benefit from this agricultural awareness
and stewardship program. The students received a special visit with Ben Sage from
Sage’s Apple Orchard and discovered how their food travels from soil to their plate.
Your Geauga SWCD Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/Communications Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 2

Programs are geared to 3rd
and 4th grade but can be
adjusted to other grades. If
you would like to schedule a
Soil to Spoon program please
contact Katie Nainiger at
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com or
440-834-1122 ext. 4.
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APPsolutely Awesome!
Fooducate–take a peek past your food label
and find out how it was processed, is it GMO,
what is the nutritional value, allergies etc.
Visit www.fooducate.com for a free app.
Sky Map or Sky View–get your own map of
the skies, turn your phone to the sky and
learn those constellations!
Leafsnap–found a leaf and you are not sure
what tree it is? Take a quick picture of it and
let Leafsnap help you narrow it down.
Soilweb–what’s under your feet? Use this app
to find out about your soil profile and more.
Merlin Bird ID–free bird ID app from
Cornell University.
Beat the Microbead–millions of tiny plastic
beads found in facial soaps, lotions, boat/auto
wax, toothpaste, etc. are finding their way into
our waterways and harming wildlife and
humans. Stop using these harmful products
now by using this app to scan your products
ahead of time to make wise environmental
decisions.
Do you have a great app you want to share? Email
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com to have it added to the
spring edition.

Save the Dates!
Envirothon Practice Symposium-Kent State Ashtabula
Campus-February 22, 2014
National Wildlife Federation-Wildlife Week-Wildlife
and Water-March 17-23, 2014
Geauga SWCD Fish Sale-April 17, 2014
Conservation Poster Contest “Dig Deeper: Mysteries in
Soil” Deadline-April 25, 2014
Area II Envirothon-Bronson-Norwalk Conservation
League, Huron County-April 30, 2014
Soil to Spoon Educator Workshop-Hasting Dairy Farm,
Burton, Ohio-May 8, 2014
State Envirothon-Salt Fork State Park, Guernsey
County-June 9-10, 2014
Geauga SWCD “Wonders of Watershed” WorkshopJune 17-19, 2014
Geauga SWCD Advanced “Wonders of Watershed”
Workshop-June 23-25, 2014
North American Envirothon–University of Georgia,
Athens, Georgia-August 20-24, 2014

