Watershed Ripples
The title ―Watershed Ripples‖ refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which
impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which
affects our natural resources.
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of Geauga County by
providing leadership,
education, and
assistance to all.”

Keep Your Eyes to the Sky
When February finally arrives, everyone waits anxiously for the verdict from the famous
groundhog Punxsutawney Phil. But he is not the only species that marks the beginning of
the anticipated springtime season. Many wildlife species return or venture out of their
winter hiding. The smell of skunk fills the air. Raccoons, opossums, and long-awaited birds
will visit your feeder once again.
The flitting of new feathered friends at your feeder aren’t the only birds that return with the
warmer temperatures and longer days. If you look high in the sky, you might get a glimpse
of the high soaring Turkey Vultures as they return to Northeastern Ohio.
Starting back in the early 1800s, and continuing into the new millinum, one of the popular
spots to first see the Turkey Vulture is Hinckley Reservation in Medina County. On
December 24, 1818, more than 500 men participated in a hunting expedition known as the
Hinckley Hunt. The purpose was to destroy any animal that the
residents of Hinckley Township viewed as a threat to their livestock or
crops. At the end of the hunt, the hunters had killed seventeen
wolves, twenty-one bears, three hundred deer, and a multitude of
smaller mammals and rodents. As a result of the hunt, large flocks of
Turkey Vultures began to feed on the decomposing animals and have
Turkey Vulture
returned to the site every year since 1818.
Turkey Vultures used their keen sense of smell and incredible eyesight to find that delicacy
of death in 1818. They are the only bird in North America that can smell, and
exceptionally well at that. They are able to smell a dead animal up to one mile away.
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Once they find their dinner they are well prepared to dive in—literally. If you notice their
bald head, it is perfectly suited for keeping clean while eating their rather putrid and messy
meal of choice. Located right above their strong beak, which is used to bite and twist their
prey, is the extra large nostril opening. It enables them to ―pick‖ Inside this issue:
any meal scraps out of it easily, keeping it clear. But that bald
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head has its downfall. To stay warm in Northern Ohio during
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the winter you need to be fully dressed from head to talon. The
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2011 Envirothon
featherless head and legs cause them to head south when the
cold weather flies in only to return in the spring.
Keep Your
Not only do they need to protect themselves from cold
temperatures, but they need to be on the lookout for predators.
One disgusting adaptation they are known for is ―puking‖ when
frightened during a gorging session. This does two things. It
makes them lighter, which enables them to
Continued on page 3
take flight, and the predator is distracted
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Spring/Summer Teacher Workshops! Save the Date!
Project Food, Land, and People (FLP) Workshop Opportunities
FLP has 55 pre-k through 12th grade lessons that are part of the nationally developed supplementary curriculum. The
hands-on lessons promote critical thinking skills so that students can better understand the interrelationship among the
environment, agriculture, and people of the world. Contact Katie Nainiger, 440-834-1122 or knainiger@geaugaswcd.com,
for more information or to schedule a FLP workshop for your school or group.
Environmental Education Council of Ohio (EECO) Conference-April 14-17, 2011 at Maumee Bay State Park
Join educators from all across Ohio who share a passion for environmental education at the 44th EECO Conference. A
wide variety of session topics are being offer including amazing field trips! For more information and to register visit
www.eeco-online.org/index.html
Wonders of Watersheds (WOW) Workshop-June 15-17, 20-21, 2011
The Geauga and Portage SWCDs partner to host a five-day educator workshop named "Wonders of Watersheds." During
the week, participants receive training and guides for the following curriculums: Project Wet, Project Wild/Aquatic
Wild, Science and Civics, Wonders of Wetlands, Project Food, Land, and People, and Project Learning Tree. Along with
all of the great information, the participants have the opportunity to go on many interesting field trips throughout
Geauga and Portage Counties! A number of resource specialists including the Department of Natural Resources Division
of Wildlife, Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, Soil and Water Conservation Districts, and The Nature Conservancy
devote their time to assist with this wonderful workshop. Graduate credits are offered through Ashland University.
Advanced Wonders of Watersheds (WOW) Workshop-June 27-29, 2011
The Geauga and Portage SWCDs will host an Advanced WOW workshop, which is designed to give teachers an in-depth
look at the natural resources of the Great Lakes Region and how these resources can be used to create lasting educational
experiences for students. Throughout the 3-day event, teachers will engage in numerous hands-on environmental science
and biology activities led by many local resource professionals. In addition, all participants will receive Wonders of
Wetlands, Flying WILD, and Healthy Water, Healthy People curriculum guides. Graduate credits are offered through
Ashland University. For more information on either WOW workshop, contact Gail Prunty at 440-834-1122 or
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or visit www.geaugaswcd.com.
2011 Envirothon Competition
The Envirothon, an environmental competition, tests, measures, and challenges the natural resource knowledge of the
competing teams while encouraging stewardship of our natural world. For 2011 the current issue is ―Fresh and Saltwater
Estuaries.‖ Area II Envirothon is May 3, 2011, at Old Woman Creek in Erie County, OH. Winners from the Area II
competition will go on to compete at the State Competition June 13th and 14th, 2011, at Bowling Green State University,
Wood County. Winners at the State level will move on to the National, which will be held July 24-29, 2011, at Mt.
Allison University in Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada. For more information go to www.envirothon.org or contact
Geauga SWCD.
Great Resources for Envirothon Preparation: A new online tool created by Centers for Ocean Sciences Education
Excellence (COSEE) Great Lakes delivers resources to help educators from around the region to better integrate Great
Lakes science into their classrooms. Launched this past fall, the Great Lakes Literacy Principles website at
www.greatlakesliteracy.net links teaching resources with each of the eight newly created Great Lakes Literacy Principles.
―The website pulls together important resources for educators and scientists who are using and teaching these principles,‖
explains Dr. Rosanne Fortner, director of COSEE Great Lakes and former associate director of Ohio Sea Grant’s Stone
Laboratory. ―A scientist can find out how his or her research fits into the curriculum for outreach purposes and a teacher
can find out where the education standards match the literacy principles.‖ For more information about COSEE Great
Lakes, visit www.coseegreatlakes.net.
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Keep Your Eyes to the Sky……………………………………………………………………………………………………..Continued from page 1
by the foul-smelling substance the vulture left. The other concern they face while eating is the sharp bones of their prey.
If they are cut by the bones, it is a potential site for infection. This is where urine comes into play. Vultures urinate on
their legs. The strong uric acid kills any harmful bacteria, preventing infection and aiding in the healing process. It also
helps to cool their legs in the hot sun since they do not sweat like us.
Although it is still cold out, they are back from their winter reprieve in the south. So if you see
groups of large black birds circling high and riding the thermals, look closely—they just might be
Turkey Vultures, the sanitation engineers of our natural world.
Fun Facts!
When you see a large bird flying and it tends to be teetering back and forth in a ―V‖ wing
formation, it is a good chance it is a vulture. Remember ―V‖ for vulture.
The three ―P’s‖: Pick, puke, and pee.
Turkey Vulture
Buzzard is not the correct term. Buzzard is a word associated with the hawk or buteo family.
The white feathers underneath their wings act as solar panels and soak up the sun’s rays on cool spring mornings.
They roost in large colonies with a hierarchy system. The vulture at the top is ―Top Vulture‖ and continues on down
to the vulture on the lowest limb.
Ohio is home to Turkey Vultures and Southern Ohio Black Vultures.

The 2011 Ohio Farm to School Conference: Digging Into Ohio Farm to School
The 2011 Ohio Farm to School Conference will be held on Wednesday, March 30, 2011,
in Cleveland at the Wolstein Center located at Cleveland State University. Registration is
$50. To register for the conference and for more information on workshops, lodging, and
sponsorship options, please visit www.ccbh.net or call 216-201-2001 x1513 or x1544.

National Conservation
Poster Contest “Forests

for People! More Than
You Can Imagine”
Geauga County SWCD in
partnership with the National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD) and the NACD
Auxiliary are co-sponsoring a Conservation Poster
Contest. "Forests for People! More Than You
Can Imagine‖ is the theme for the NACD
Stewardship Week April 24-May 1, 2011. The
purpose of the contest is to instill in our youth an
appreciation for the environment and the need to
protect our precious soil and water resources.
Geauga County schools must submit posters to
the District office on or before April 15, 2011 or
call the Geauga SWCD office by April 8, 2011 to
arrange for the District to collect them by the
deadline. Prizes will be awarded for 1st and 2nd
place winners. For more information visit
www.geaugaswcd.com or www.nacdnet.org.

Geauga Farm Fresh Expo: Geauga Made, Raised, or Grazed
Geauga County is planning its first Geauga County Farm Fresh
Expo. The Expo will showcase local goods for purchase and
provide educational workshops for growers, producers, and
consumers of foods grown and produced locally. This event will
not only promote our agricultural economy but increase
awareness of the health benefits of local food. Keep your eyes
open in the month of September, date T.B.A. ! If you make,
raise, or graze something in Geauga County and are interested in
being a vendor, please contact Katie Nainiger at 440-834-1122 or
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com.

Free to borrow! Ohio Division of Wildlife “Wildlife
Traveling Trunk.” Filled with a plethora of educational tools
which will help students build skills in Social Studies, Science,
and Language Arts while learning about Ohio’s native wildlife.
You can borrow one of these fabulous trunks through
Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District. Contact
the District for more information at 440-834-1122.
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Tree Sale
April 8–9, 2011-Order deadline March 25, 2011
New in 2011, the Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District’s
(SWCD) Spring Tree Sale is offering RPM (root production method)
trees. RPM trees are at least three feet high, come in three gallon
containers, and have large fibrous root systems that promote higher
survival and rapid growth. These trees are proven successful for
wildlife habitat, stream bank stabilization, reforestation, and yard
beautification. Whatever your needs, these trees make conservation
sense and cents!

Fish Sale
April 7, 2011-Order deadline April 4, 2011
The biannual Fish Sales are held in both the spring and fall and offer
a variety of fish including largemouth bass, channel catfish, bluegill,
sunfish, minnows, and white amurs. When stocking your pond with
fish, you should know both the surface area and the volume of water
that your pond holds. Fish sale orders are picked up on the midway
at the Geauga County Fairgrounds.
For more information or to download an order form visit
www.geaugaswcd.com.

Save the Dates!
Fish Sale – April 7, 2011 – order deadline
April 4, 2011
Tree Sale – April 8–9, 2011 – order deadline
March 25, 2011
Conservation Poster Contest deadline April
15, 2011
National Environmental Education Week,
April 10–16, 2011 – Ocean Connections –
www.eeweek.org/ocean_connections
Area II Envirothon – Old Woman Creek –
May 3, 2011
National Envirothon – Mt. Allison
University, Sackville, New Brunswick,
Canada – July 24–29, 2011

Your Geauga SWCD Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education
Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/Communications
Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 2

Thank you to the Western Reserve
Federation of Conservationists for
sponsoring “Watershed Ripples”
and conservation education in
Northeast Ohio.
Resources
Science Lesson on the Web-Visit
www.learningscience.org for over 500 interactive
websites and inquiry-based lesson plans for grades
pre-k through 12.

Green School Award-The NEOEA Environmental Concerns Committee
has established a Green School Award to help promote some of the many
great environmental programs that have been established throughout
Northeast Ohio. Any NEOEA affiliated school building is eligible to
receive the award. The criteria and application can be found at:
www.neoea.org/GreenSchoolAward.pdf.
New Science Blog for High School Teachers-Grades 9-12-Focusing on
digital tools for the classroom and sharing ideas. Grow professionally and
get connected. www.nsta.org/highschool.
Science News for Kids- A website geared to science news for kids ages 9
to 14. Providing current topics, resources, activities, and books.
www.sciencenewsforkids.org/.
Play Again- The new Bullfrog Films documentary called Play Again
follows six teenagers who, like the average American child, spend 5 to 15
hours a day behind screens. Play Again unplugs these teens and takes
them on their first wilderness adventure-no electricity, no cell phone
coverage, no virtual reality. www.bullfrogfilms.com/catalog/plag.html.
Stay current on science news for grades PK-12 at www.sciencenews.org.
Make science come alive! Recommended web resource for Grades PK-6
at www.kidsites.com/sites-edu/science.htm.
National Sky Awareness Week, April 24-30, 2011 visit
www.weatherworks.com/skyawareness.week.html

