Watershed Ripples
The title “Watershed Ripples” refers to the carbon footprint we leave behind, which
impacts the future of our watershed. Every action has a reaction, or a ripple effect, which
affects our natural resources.

Winter

The Key to Conifers

2014/2015

Conifers are just one of the common urban trees you can find in your neighborhoods,
parks, and even in some shopping areas that utilize them as wind buffers and year-round
esthetics. They provide many benefits besides just a splash of color against the browns and
grays of the season. These insulated trees are home to many avian
and mammal species and also provide a valuable food source. Let
us take a closer look at these green beauties in the drab of winter.

The mission of the
Geauga Soil and Water
Conservation District
is “To conserve,
protect, and enhance
the natural resources
of Geauga County by
providing leadership,
education, and
assistance to all.”

Spruce-Square

Each conifer has its own distinct aroma and
shape. As with fingerprints, needles of a conifer
may be used to identify them. Use this guide to
Pine-Packaged Bundle
help with identification.
Think “P” for package and for pine. Pine needles come in a packaged
bundle of 2 or more. Scotch pine is a favorite holiday tree, except for its
very sharp needles.

“S” is for square and for spruce. You can feel the edges of the square needles when you roll
them between your fingers. Blue spruces are also common
Christmas trees, but do not hold their needles long and are slow Fir-Flat
growers.
“F” is for flat and for fir. Fir needles are
long, flat needles on smooth twigs that
cannot roll.
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Hemlock-Stem

“HEM” is for hemlock and rhymes with
stem. Each little hemlock needle has a
smooth, short stem with soft needles.

“T” is for tuft, trick, and tamarack.
Tamarack needles are in large Tamarack-Tuft
clustered tufts on woody spurs.
Unlike other conifers, tamaracks may
trick you since they do not keep their
needles during the winter. They are
deciduous and lose their needles after
they turn a beautiful golden brown in
the fall.

Email:
gswcd@geaugaswcd.com
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Cedar-Covered

Lastly, “C” is for covered and cedar. Each little bough is covered in short, small, scale-like
needles.
Do you think you will remember the tips with this key? Head out and test yourself! See if you
can narrow it down into one of the six family groups above. Next, attempt to identify the
conifer species! For more information visit http://forestry.ohiodnr.gov/.

Area II Envirothon is in Geauga County!
The Geauga Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) is pleased to be hosting the
2015 Northeast Ohio High School Envirothon. The Envirothon is an academic, outdoor
environmental competition for students in grades 9-12. Teams are tested on their
knowledge of soils, forestry, aquatics, wildlife and current environmental issues. The
current environmental issue has a specific theme which changes annually. This year’s
theme is “Urban/Community Forestry”. Working together, the students gain teambuilding skills, knowledge of science and appreciation for local natural resources. Last
year, nearly 350 students, coaches and volunteers from 17 counties in Northeast Ohio
participated in the event.
This year the event will be held on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at Kent State Geauga
Regional Campus in Burton, Geauga County. The top four teams from this event will
represent our area at the Ohio Envirothon, June 8-19, 2015 at Mohican State Park,
Ashland County.

Soil to Spoon Activities
Soil to Spoon programs dig into
cou nty schoo ls.
A p rogram
partnership with Geauga SWCD and
Geauga County Farm Bureau gives
Geauga County students a special visit
from a local farmer and a hands-on soil
to spoon activity! Park Elementary and
Ledgemont Elementary were the first
to benefit from this agricultural
awareness and stewardship program. If
you would like to schedule a Soil to
Spoon program please contact Katie
Nainiger at the District.

Geauga SWCD is excited to have the Area II Competition hosted in Geauga County.
Our schools have a strong presence of excellence at the Envirothon events.
The Envirothon is in Geauga County, so it would be great to have 100% participation
from our schools. If your school has not brought a team to this event before, now is the
time to try it out! We wish all of Geauga County schools success at the 2015 Envirothon.
If you know a business or if you would like to help support the Area II Envirothon, there
are a variety of opportunities: supplying food, paper products, paper, printing, etc.
Together we can make this the best Area II Envirothon! We commend you on your
support of environmental youth education!
If you have questions or need more information, please contact Katie Nainiger,
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com. Please visit www.envirothon.org for more information on
State and North American Envirothon competitions or www.geaugaswcd.com for Area II
information. Good luck Geauga County Envirothon Teams!

Geauga iSTEM invites you to a
Night of Discovery & Panel Discussion
at iSTEM Geauga
Early College High School.
February 24, 2015 4-5pm or 6-7pm
Please register at: http://bit.ly/NightofDiscovery
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Geauga SWCD 2014 Volunteer of the Year
Award

Are you interested in acquiring graduate
credits, looking for ways to incorporate Ohio’s
New Learning Standards into your curriculum,
or maybe you are just in need of a fun and
enriching learning adventure? Don’t miss your
chance to attend a unique summer workshop
sponsored by the Geauga and Portage Soil and
Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). The
Advanced Wonders of Watersheds, Monday,
June 22 – Wednesday, June 24, 2015 is an
intensive 3-day program at Old Woman Creek
National Estuary in Huron, Ohio. Open to
educators of all grades and disciplines, this
workshop is an effective, engaging training that
offers affordable graduate credits through
Ashland University.

The Geauga SWCD was pleased to recognize Claire
Zurbuch as the “2014 Volunteer of the Year” at the
District’s Annual Meeting on November 6th. He
pioneered many exceptional initiatives, such as serving
as the first director of the Porter Science Center, where
every third through fifth grader in Lake and Geauga
Public Schools visited to participate in science
experiments to enhance their education.

Advanced Wonders
Teacher Workshop

of

For
more
information
visit
www.geaugaswcd.com or contact Gail Prunty at
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com or 440-834-1122.
Don’t delay… Registration deadline is May
15th!

Did You Know?
People use wax on
skis or snowboards to
create a smooth
surface that slides
easily. But ski wax is
traditionally made
from petroleum. The
petroleum wax can be
left behind on ski
hills. When snow melts, the
water containing petroleum
runs into nearby rivers and
lakes. College students at
Purdue University developed a
soybean based ski wax that is
safer for the environment.
(Grow Next Generation-2015)

Though he is now retired, Claire continues to contribute
to Geauga County learners, both children and adults
alike, and is dedicated to serving and enriching our
communities. A few of Claire’s current volunteer
engagements include assisting Cardinal Elementary
School students in science class and tutoring, volunteering at the Burton
Elementary and Cardinal Elementary camp programs to provide science lessons,
teaching amateur photography classes to local libraries, serving as Treasure of the
Samaritan’s Society at St. Lucy’s/St. Edwards Church to provide food for the needy
folks in our area, and serving as an active member of the East Geauga Kiwanis and
chairman of youth services, which contributes to countless school scholarships and
community projects.
Claire is dedicated, innovative, and fun educator and volunteer who makes Geauga
County proud! Congratulations Claire!

Soil to Spoon
Project Food, Land and People (FLP)
Teacher Workshop
May 21, 2015
3:30pm to 7:00pm at Hastings Dairy Farm
13181 Claridon-Troy Road, Burton, OH 44021
Each participant will receive a Project Food, Land and People Guide with over 50
activities, a variety of other educational tools and resources and a private tour of
Hastings Dairy Farm.
The cost is $15.00 for the first fifteen workshop participants.
Thank you to the Geauga County Farm Bureau for the grant which will provide
guides or CD's to the first 15 participants. Upon receiving your registration we will
notify you if you are not one of the first 15 at which point you will have the
opportunity to pay the additional cost of $55.00 or receive a refund.
For more information contact Katie Nainiger at knainiger@geaugaswcd.com, or
440-834-1122.

Geauga County
Farm Bureau
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2015 Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp Scholarship Application
Geauga SWCD is offering scholarship funding for the 2015 Ohio Forestry and Wildlife Conservation
Camp, held June 7-12, 2015 at FFA Camp Muskingum in Carroll County. Sponsored by the Ohio Forestry
Association, this weeklong residential camp for high school students explores many branches of forest ecology
including silviculture, tree identification, wildlife and forestry management, and forest products.
Applications are due by 4:00pm April 1, 2105. Please email application to gprunty@geaugaswcd.com, mail
or submit application in person to Geauga Soil and Water Conservation District, P. O. Box 410, 14269 Claridon-Troy Rd., Burton,
OH 44021. Visit geaugaswcd.com or call 440-834-1122 ext. 2 if you have any questions about the scholarship.

“Dig Deeper Mysteries in Soil” 2014 Conservation Poster Contest Winners
Last year the Geauga SWCD and the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Auxiliary sponsored the 2014 Conservation Poster Contest. The purpose of the contest was to
instill in youth an appreciation for the environment and the need to protect our precious soil and
water resources.
This 2014 theme was “Dig Deeper Mysteries in Soil” The Geauga SWCD received numerous
entries, the winners of the 2014 contest were as follows: Grades 4-6: 1st place– Elizabeth Angle of
Newbury Elementary School, 2nd place- Emma Spencer of Kenston Intermediate School; Grades 10st
12: 1 place– Timothy Hardon, and 2nd place– Frank Kaschalk, both of Berkshire High School.
The 1st place winners of each category moved on to the State Competition where they had a chance to move on to the National
Competition.
Congratulations to all of the
Save the Date
talented youth of Geauga County and visit the
District website at www.geaugaswcd.com to view National Wildlife Federation-Wildlife Week-Living with Wildlife
the 2014 winning posters.
March 9-15, 2015
Geauga SWCD-Soil Health Through the Seasons
West Geauga Library,10-12:30pm, March 14, 2015
Geauga SWCD-Pond Clinic
Centerville Mills Dining Hall in Bainbridge, 6-8pm, March 19, 2015
Geauga SWCD-New Year, New Yard!
Beachwood Community Center, 6:30-8pm, March 31, 2015
Geauga SWCD Fish Sale Pick-Up
April 16, 2015

Environmental Education Council of Ohio
Upcoming Events
EECO Annual Conference-Riding the Wave of
Environmental Education
April 9–12, 2015
Maumee Bay State Park
For more information visit:
www.eeco.wildapricot.org/
Your Geauga SWCD Education Contacts
Katie Nainiger-Conservation Education Coordinator
knainiger@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 4
Gail Prunty-Education/Communications Specialist
gprunty@geaugaswcd.com
440-834-1122 ext. 2

Geauga SWCD Tree Sale Pick-Up
April 17 and April 18, 2015
Area II Envirothon-Hosted by Geauga SWCD
Kent State Geauga Campus-April 22, 2015
Conservation Poster Contest “Local Heroes – Your Hardworking Pollinators”
Deadline April 24, 2015
Soil to Spoon Educator Workshop
Hasting Dairy Farm, Burton, Ohio-May 21, 2015
State Envirothon
Mohican State Park, Ashland County, June 8-9, 2015,
Geauga SWCD Advanced “Wonders of Watershed” Workshop
June 22-24, 2015
National Conservation Foundation (North American) Envirothon
Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri, July 27-August 2, 2015

