
Protect ~ Restore ~ Connect



West Creek Conservancy
 

ÅA land conservancy serving northern Ohio

Å501(c)3 non-profit organization

ÅFounded by residents in 1997, incorporated in 2000

ÅProtects natural areas by acquiring land and conservation 
easements, through purchase or donation.

ÅWorks collaboratively to restore water quality and natural 
habitats in the urban environment.

ÅReclaims and re-purposes vacant urban land.

ÅFacilitates recreational trails and greenways, connecting 
people with nature.



Protect, Restore & Connect:
The Basic Tools

ÅFee Simple Acquisitions

ÅFee Simple Donations

ÅStream, Wetland & Habitat Restoration

ÅTrail Acquisitions & Access Easements

ÅConservation & Agricultural Easements



Fee Simple Acquisitions

Irishtown Bend, 
City of Cleveland

West Creek does not always prefer to own and 
manage land

We work with park districts, local communities, and 
other partners to acquire land

We often pre-acquire land on behalf of partners

We also work with private buyers to transfer land 
from a willing seller to the buyer, conserving the 
land in the process

What tools/requirements exist or need to exist to 
perpetually protect the land 



Spring Creek 
Preserve

Montville Twp, Geauga County
 - 365 Acres
 -  Environmental Covenant
WRRSP Funded







Fee Simple Donations

Berman Tract, Geauga County

Landowners can 
donate their property 
to West Creek as tax 

deductible gifts

Valuations of gifts are 
determined by third-

party appraisers 

Larger properties are 
typically protected 
with conservation 
restrictions  and 

smaller properties 
are liquidated to 
serve the greater 

mission 

West Creek can 
accept immediate 
donations, estate 
gifts and structure 

retained life-estates 
for willing donors.



Berman Property - Claridon Twp, Geauga 
County (2023)
 


